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The	story	is	about	a	publishing	house	that	is	filled	with	intriguing	tales.	One	such	tale	is	about	a	river	that	flows	through	the	city,	and	its	tributaries	are	filled	with	stories	of	love,	friendship,	and	mystery.	In	one	story,	a	group	of	friends	get	together	to	celebrate	their	friend's	birthday,	but	things	take	an	unexpected	turn	when	they	discover	a	hidden
message	in	their	friend's	gift.	Another	story	tells	the	tale	of	a	young	man	who	falls	in	love	with	a	woman	from	a	higher	social	class,	despite	the	societal	norms	that	prohibit	their	relationship.	The	author	also	explores	themes	of	identity,	class,	and	social	hierarchy	through	stories	about	people	from	different	walks	of	life.	One	such	story	is	about	a	group
of	students	who	start	a	revolution	against	the	corrupt	system,	while	another	tells	the	tale	of	a	young	woman	who	discovers	her	true	potential	and	becomes	a	leader	in	her	community.	Throughout	the	book,	the	author	weaves	together	multiple	narratives	that	explore	the	complexities	of	human	relationships,	societal	expectations,	and	personal	identity.
The	stories	are	woven	together	by	threads	of	love,	friendship,	and	mystery,	making	it	a	compelling	read	for	anyone	looking	to	explore	the	human	condition.	Translation	note:	The	original	text	appears	to	be	in	Tamil,	and	I've	done	my	best	to	paraphrase	the	story	based	on	my	understanding	of	the	text.	If	you're	interested	in	seeing	the	actual	translation,
please	let	me	know!	The	author's	childhood	and	youthful	experiences	are	the	foundation	of	this	Tamil	anthology,	which	explores	themes	such	as	relationships,	casteism,	politics,	gender,	and	sexuality.	The	stories	aim	to	help	readers	understand	and	empathize	with	issues	outside	their	own	comfort	zone,	rather	than	simply	trying	to	educate	or
intellectualize	them.	Each	story	has	the	potential	to	transport	readers	back	to	their	childhood	memories,	evoking	nostalgia	for	simpler	times.	The	author	shares	his	personal	experiences	of	being	a	law	student	who	faced	caste-related	issues	and	was	eventually	forced	to	discontinue	his	studies.	This	led	him	to	explore	themes	of	love,	relationships,	and
honor	killings	in	his	writings	and	filmmaking	(as	seen	in	the	movie	Pariyerum	Perumal).	In	this	collection	of	stories,	the	author	reflects	on	the	critical	importance	of	understanding	both	men's	and	women's	perspectives	in	today's	society.	He	believes	that	his	stories	embody	this	criticality	and	are	a	testament	to	the	need	for	change.	Overall,	this
anthology	is	a	wonderful	read	for	anyone	interested	in	exploring	themes	of	love,	relationships,	casteism,	and	politics	through	the	eyes	of	a	Tamil	writer.	The	story	"Vittoo"	is	about	the	consequences	of	our	actions	and	the	importance	of	self-reflection.	The	narrator	shares	three	stories	that	explore	the	complexities	of	human	emotions,	relationships,	and
morality.	In	the	first	story,	a	person	is	torn	between	two	loves	and	must	choose	which	one	to	prioritize.	In	the	second	story,	a	mother's	sacrifice	for	her	child	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	power	of	unconditional	love.	The	third	story	highlights	the	importance	of	self-awareness	and	the	consequences	of	our	actions.	Throughout	the	stories,	the	narrator
emphasizes	the	need	for	introspection	and	the	importance	of	learning	from	our	mistakes.	The	stories	also	touch	on	themes	such	as	love,	sacrifice,	and	the	complexities	of	human	relationships.	Overall,	"Vittoo"	is	a	thought-provoking	collection	of	stories	that	encourages	readers	to	reflect	on	their	own	actions	and	emotions.	The	narrator	reflects	on	their
daily	life	and	struggles,	feeling	stuck	in	a	routine	that	lacks	purpose.	They	express	a	desire	to	write	about	their	feelings	and	experiences,	but	fear	that	their	words	may	be	meaningless	or	even	a	form	of	storytelling	(narrative).	The	narrator	notes	that	stories	can	be	both	beautiful	and	cruel,	highlighting	the	complexities	of	human	existence.	The	text
then	shifts	to	a	focus	on	the	people	living	in	Thamiraparani	(Madurai),	describing	their	daily	lives	as	ordinary	but	filled	with	struggles.	The	narrator	suggests	that	these	stories	are	not	just	about	individual	experiences	but	also	reflect	the	broader	societal	issues	and	challenges	faced	by	the	people.	Finally,	the	text	concludes	by	noting	that	stories	can	be
either	beautiful	or	cruel,	but	ultimately	they	have	no	obligation	to	follow	a	particular	narrative	structure.	The	author	describes	the	protagonist	as	someone	who	has	undergone	a	profound	transformation,	like	a	tree	that	has	grown	roots	deep	into	the	earth.	This	person	has	experienced	the	world	in	a	unique	way,	with	all	its	complexities	and
contradictions.	They	have	seen	the	beauty	and	ugliness	of	life,	and	have	learned	to	navigate	the	gray	areas	between	right	and	wrong.	The	author	then	goes	on	to	describe	this	person's	journey,	using	vivid	imagery	and	metaphors	to	convey	their	experiences.	The	protagonist	has	been	shaped	by	their	struggles	and	triumphs,	and	has	developed	a	deep
understanding	of	themselves	and	the	world	around	them.	Throughout	the	book,	the	author	explores	themes	such	as	freedom,	identity,	and	the	human	condition.	They	delve	into	the	complexities	of	human	relationships,	exploring	issues	like	love,	family,	and	community.	The	author	also	touches	on	the	role	of	mythology	and	symbolism	in	shaping	our
understanding	of	the	world.	The	text	is	rich	in	imagery	and	metaphor,	with	the	author	using	vivid	descriptions	to	bring	their	characters	and	storylines	to	life.	While	there	may	not	be	an	English	translation	of	this	book	available	(according	to	the	final	paragraph),	the	paraphrased	version	captures	the	essence	of	the	original	text.	The	book
"Thamirabaraniyil	Kollapadathavargal"	(Those	who	Survived	Thamirabarani)	by	Mari	Selvaraj	is	a	collection	of	21	short	stories	that	explore	themes	such	as	childhood	innocence,	love,	lust,	guilt,	disgust,	casteism,	and	oppression.	The	stories	are	set	in	the	rural	areas	of	Tirunelveli	and	Tuticorin	and	offer	a	glimpse	into	the	lives	of	people	who	are	often
overlooked.	Mari	Selvaraj's	writing	style	is	remarkable	in	its	ability	to	immerse	readers	in	these	rural	settings,	fostering	empathy	for	the	characters.	The	book	is	not	just	a	collection	of	stories	but	an	experience	that	will	leave	readers	feeling	disturbed	and	uncomfortable.	It's	a	reflection	of	the	harsh	realities	of	life,	the	struggles	faced	by	the	oppressed,
and	the	impact	of	society	on	individuals.	The	writing	is	raw	and	honest,	making	it	difficult	to	read	in	a	single	sitting.	Mari	Selvaraj's	previous	work,	particularly	"Pariyerum	Perumal",	has	been	praised	for	its	unique	storytelling	style,	and	this	book	is	no	exception.	The	title	story	stands	out	as	a	powerful	exploration	of	the	themes	that	Mari	Selvaraj
explores	in	his	movies.	Overall,	the	book	is	a	must-read	for	adult	readers	aged	18	and	above	who	are	looking	for	a	thought-provoking	and	emotionally	charged	reading	experience.	The	book	will	make	readers	uncomfortable,	forcing	them	to	confront	their	own	emotions	and	biases.	It's	not	just	a	story	but	an	experience	that	will	stay	with	you	long	after
you	finish	reading	it.		Marisela	Jovar	-								,					.
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