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Is	kindergarten	compulsory	in	malaysia

Given	article	text	here	Share	and	redistribute	materials	freely,	without	permission.	Adapt	or	modify	the	material	as	you	see	fit,	but	always	give	credit	where	it's	due.	You	must	acknowledge	the	original	creator	if	you	use	any	part	of	the	material	in	your	own	work.	For	education	in	Malaysia,	children	start	school	at	age	4	in	pre-schools,	though	this	isn't
compulsory.	School	starts	at	age	6	on	January	1st	each	year,	and	government	provides	free	education	for	six	years	at	primary	level	and	five	years	at	secondary	level.	Students	who	finish	secondary	school	take	a	national	exam	called	Sijil	Pelajaran	Malaysia	(SPM)	to	progress	further.	To	attend	university,	students	must	have	good	grades	and	enough
money.	Those	with	SPM	qualifications	can	go	to	pre-university	college	or	get	a	certificate/diploma	at	a	higher	education	institution.	Undergraduate	studies	include	bachelor	degrees	and	professional	qualifications,	while	postgraduate	studies	offer	master's	degrees	and	PhDs.	The	Malaysian	education	system	is	governed	by	two	main	ministries:
Education	and	Higher	Education.	The	Ministry	of	Education	oversees	pre-tertiary	education,	including	kindergarten	to	secondary	education,	while	the	Ministry	of	Higher	Education	handles	higher	education	institutions.	The	structures	and	regulations	have	undergone	several	changes	since	their	separation	in	2004.	Currently,	Malaysia	follows	a	six-
year	primary	school	system,	with	options	for	technical	or	vocational	studies	during	lower	secondary.	Students	can	then	choose	between	academic	or	technical	secondary	education,	leading	to	post-secondary	education	pathways	such	as	Form	6	or	STPM.	The	Malaysian	education	system	comprises	eight	broad	categories	of	institutions,	including
government	and	private	schools.	These	institutions	provide	education	from	pre-school	to	higher	education	levels.	The	system	aims	to	cater	to	a	multicultural	society's	needs,	offering	various	educational	paths	to	meet	the	demands	of	its	people	and	the	international	community.	The	Malaysian	education	system	is	composed	of	various	types	of	schools
and	institutions,	including	national-type	primary	schools,	private-funded	schools,	independent	Chinese	secondary	schools,	foreign	system	schools,	government-funded	public	universities,	polytechnics,	community	colleges,	and	private	higher	educational	institutions.	The	medium	of	instruction	varies	depending	on	the	type	of	school,	with	some	using
Chinese,	Tamil,	or	English	as	their	primary	language.	At	the	higher	education	level,	there	are	two	categories	of	institutions:	government-funded	public	universities,	polytechnics,	and	community	colleges,	and	private	higher	educational	institutions,	which	include	non-university	status	institutions,	university	status	institutions,	foreign	university	branch
campuses,	and	more.	The	legal	regulatory	frameworks	governing	education	in	Malaysia	include	various	acts	such	as	the	Education	Act	1996,	Private	Higher	Educational	Institutions	Act	1996,	National	Council	on	Higher	Education	Institution	Act	1996,	and	others.	The	Education	Act	1996	covers	pre-tertiary	levels	of	education,	including	preschool,
primary,	secondary,	and	post-secondary	education.	The	other	six	acts	regulate	higher	education	in	Malaysia.	The	Private	Higher	Educational	Institutions	Act	2009	is	currently	under	review	for	amendments.	Academic	qualifications	at	the	pre-tertiary	level	include	examinations	and	qualifications,	with	the	Examination	Syndicate	or	Lembaga
Peperiksaan	(LP)	conducting	several	national	examinations,	including	the	Primary	School	Achievement	Test	/	Ujian	Penilaian	Sekolah	Rendah	(PSAT	/	UPSR).	In	2021,	Malaysia's	education	minister	announced	the	end	of	UPSR	starting	from	that	year.	Instead,	Year	Six	pupils	will	undergo	a	school-based	evaluation	system	introduced	in	2011.
Previously,	students	took	the	Penilaian	Menengah	Rendah	(PMR)	or	Lower	Secondary	Assessment	(LSA)	at	Form	Three	level.	The	PMR	was	phased	out	in	2014	and	replaced	with	school-based	assessments	and	PT3,	but	the	2021	PT3	exam	was	cancelled	due	to	COVID-19.	For	upper	secondary	education,	students	take	the	Sijil	Pelajaran	Malaysia	(SPM),
also	known	as	the	Malaysian	Certificate	of	Education.	This	national	exam	is	taken	by	all	Form	Five	students	and	is	equivalent	to	IGCSE	or	O	levels.	Core	subjects	include	Bahasa	Malaysia,	English,	Islamic	Education	for	Muslims,	Moral	Studies	for	non-Muslims,	History,	Mathematics,	and	Science.	Elective	subjects	are	offered	in	various	fields	such	as
arts,	health,	languages,	and	science.	Students	must	pass	these	core	subjects	to	receive	a	full	SPM	certificate.	For	post-secondary	education,	students	with	SPM	qualifications	can	pursue	The	Sixth	Form	or	Matriculation	programs,	which	offer	free	pre-university	courses	leading	to	STPM	or	matriculation	certificates.	The	Malaysian	Qualifications
Framework	(MQF)	governs	higher	education	institutions	in	Malaysia,	with	the	Malaysian	Qualifications	Agency	(MQA)	implementing	and	overseeing	it.	The	MQF	sets	minimum	credits	required	for	various	academic	qualifications,	such	as	certificates,	diplomas,	bachelor's	degrees,	and	master's	degrees.	Master's	and	doctoral	degrees	obtained	through
research	do	not	have	credit	values.	There	are	different	levels	of	higher	education	qualifications	based	on	the	MQF,	including	Malaysian	Higher	Education	Qualifications,	Education	Levels,	and	Minimum	Number	of	Credits.	These	levels	range	from	Doctoral	to	Certificate	levels,	with	varying	minimum	credits	required	for	each	qualification.	Besides
academic	pathways,	holders	of	SPM	qualifications	or	youths	aged	16	and	above	can	pursue	skill-based	programmes	leading	to	skills	qualifications.	These	programmes	cover	Level	1-5	of	the	Malaysian	Skills	Certificate	and	are	provided	by	various	ministries,	government	agencies,	and	private	sectors	under	the	National	Skills	Development	Act	2006.
Higher	education	institutions	in	Malaysia	offer	various	study	options,	including	public	and	private	universities,	polytechnics,	community	colleges,	and	foreign	university	branch	campuses.	Both	public	and	private	providers	play	important	roles	in	providing	higher	education	to	Malaysian	and	international	students.	The	requirements	for	enrolling	in
higher	education	programs	in	Malaysia	vary	depending	on	the	level	of	study	and	the	type	of	institution.	For	certificate-level	studies,	students	must	have	completed	secondary	school	(SPM	17	and	above)	and	will	need	to	complete	1-1.5	years	of	study.	Diploma-level	studies	require	a	similar	secondary	school	qualification	but	will	take	longer,	typically
between	2-3	years.	Students	pursuing	bachelor's	degree	programs	must	hold	post-secondary	or	pre-university	qualifications	such	as	STPM	or	GCE	A-levels,	and	the	program	usually	takes	3-5	years	to	complete.	For	master's	degree	programs,	students	with	a	bachelor's	degree	are	required,	and	the	duration	of	study	is	typically	between	1-3	years.	The
highest	level,	PhD,	also	requires	a	master's	degree	and	will	take	an	additional	3-5	years	to	complete.	Two	official	rating	systems	for	higher	education	institutions	exist:	MYQUEST	(launched	in	2011)	for	private	colleges	and	SETARA	for	public	and	private	universities.	The	private	education	sector	in	Malaysia	has	huge	potential	for	growth,	helping	the
country	reach	its	goal	of	having	services	account	for	70%	of	GDP.	In	2018,	this	industry	contributed	RM	31.5	billion	to	the	Malaysian	economy,	and	is	expected	to	grow	to	RM	65	billion	by	2025	and	RM	84	billion	by	2030	at	a	conservative	rate.	This	information	comes	from	a	Ministry	of	Education	report	on	the	future	of	private	higher	education	in
Malaysia.	The	country's	well-structured	higher	education	system	has	helped	the	government	achieve	its	objectives	for	a	resilient	nation,	just	society,	sustainable	economic	growth,	and	global	competitiveness.	Efforts	to	improve	higher	education	infrastructure,	human	resource	development,	and	curricula	have	earned	international	recognition,
including	success	in	democratizing	access	to	higher	education.


