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Vyasa's	creation	of	the	Bhagavata,	a	poem	composed	after	compiling	the	Vedas	and	other	scriptures	The	Bhagavata	Purana	is	a	revered	scripture	that	narrates	various	stories,	including	the	slaying	of	Vrittrasura	and	the	deeds	of	great	men	from	the	Sarasvata	kalpa	era.	It	is	considered	one	of	the	most	important	Puranas	and	is	said	to	contain	18,000
verses.	According	to	tradition,	the	Bhagavatam	was	composed	by	Sage	Vyasa	on	the	banks	of	the	river	Saraswati	during	a	period	known	as	Sarsvata	Kalpa.	The	scripture	is	believed	to	be	equivalent	to	the	Vedas	and	possesses	all	good	qualities,	offering	liberation	to	those	who	seek	it.	The	Bhagavata	Purana	is	considered	the	fifth	in	a	list	of	18	major
Puranas,	but	some	texts	place	it	as	the	seventh	or	even	praise	itself	as	the	supreme	one	among	the	Puranas.	Despite	this,	other	Upa	Puranas	(secondary	scriptures)	also	claim	to	be	superior.	Interestingly,	almost	all	Puranas	praise	themselves	or	others	as	the	best,	which	can	lead	to	confusion	about	their	relative	importance.	However,	the	Bhagavata
Purana	is	widely	regarded	as	the	purest	and	greatest	of	all	the	Puranas	due	to	its	unique	characteristics	and	teachings.	The	scripture	is	said	to	grant	liberation	to	those	who	listen	to	it	with	devotion	and	is	considered	essential	for	spiritual	growth.	Its	authorship	is	attributed	to	Sage	Vyasa,	although	some	texts	question	this	claim,	making	the	Bhagavata
Purana	a	subject	of	ongoing	scholarly	debate.	Vyasa	felt	an	unparalleled	sense	of	satisfaction	after	completing	the	Bhagavata	Purana,	but	this	wasn't	replicated	when	compiling	other	Puranas	like	Vishnu,	Shiva,	and	Padma.	This	disparity	can	be	attributed	to	the	unique	way	the	Bhagavata	Purana	describes	the	transcendental	qualities	and	devotion
towards	Lord	Krishna.	According	to	Srimad	Krishna	Bhagavata	Purana	II.7.51-52,	Brahma	instructs	Narada	that	the	Bhagavata's	essence	lies	in	its	ability	to	evoke	devotion	for	Sri	Hari	through	imaginative	storytelling.	It	appears	that	Vyasa	felt	a	sense	of	relief	after	compiling	the	Bhagavata	Purana,	which	might	be	likened	to	sweetening	one's	mouth
with	sugar	after	taking	bitter	medicine.	Additionally,	he	had	accomplished	his	first	Upapura	(a	subordinate	text)	in	the	style	of	his	father,	Vyasa	Parashara.	The	Bhagavata	Purana	is	a	celebrated	Sanskrit	text	that	forms	part	of	Hindu	sacred	literature	known	as	the	Puranas.	It	takes	the	form	of	a	narrative	told	by	Suta	Goswami	to	a	group	of	sages,	who
pose	questions	about	various	avatars	(incarnations)	of	Vishnu.	The	text	consists	of	18,000	slokas	distributed	across	332	chapters	and	is	divided	into	twelve	cantos.	The	Bhagavata	Purana	focuses	on	Bhakti	Yoga,	the	devotion	expressed	through	love	for	the	supreme	Lord,	which	is	embodied	in	Lord	Vishnu	or	Krishna.	This	epic	philosophical	and	literary
classic	has	been	widely	translated	into	various	vernacular	languages	of	India	and	holds	a	significant	influence	on	people's	opinions	and	feelings.	According	to	Hindu	tradition,	the	text	was	written	by	Vyasa	at	the	beginning	of	time,	although	historical	evidence	suggests	it	may	have	been	composed	in	the	9th	or	10th	century.	Kali	Yuga,	The	Bhagavata
Purana:	A	Conversation	for	Understanding	the	Absolute	Truth	The	Bhagavata	Purana	narrates	a	pivotal	conversation	between	King	Parikshit	and	Saint	Sukadeva	Goswami,	where	the	saint	imparts	his	profound	knowledge	on	the	absolute	truth	personified	as	Lord	Krishna.	This	discourse	unfolds	over	seven	days	without	sleep,	food,	or	drink.	During	this
period,	the	king	is	introduced	to	the	core	of	human	existence,	which	revolves	around	understanding	the	supreme	God.	The	conversation	touches	upon	multiple	topics,	including	the	calculations	of	time,	the	development	of	the	embryo	in	the	womb,	and	the	various	avatars	of	Krishna.	The	Bhagavata	Purana	also	delves	into	the	story	of	Krishna's
appearance	and	pastimes	in	Vrindavan,	showcasing	his	childhood	as	a	heroic	young	boy	brought	up	by	cowherd	parents.	The	intense	devotion	of	the	Gopis	towards	Lord	Krishna	is	then	described	as	a	model	of	extreme	Bhakti	Yoga.	The	text	is	considered	a	pivotal	work	in	the	Bhakti	Movement,	paving	the	way	for	various	schools	of	thought.	It	bears	the
essence	of	Vedic	literature	and	Vedantic	philosophy,	covering	topics	such	as	the	nature	of	the	self,	the	origin	of	the	universe,	and	the	human	role	in	life.	The	influence	of	Bhagavata	on	Indian	culture	is	profound	and	far-reaching,	transcending	mere	literary	significance	to	inspire	countless	works	across	various	art	forms	and	disciplines	over	centuries.
Not	only	a	vital	Hindu	scripture,	it	has	served	as	a	muse	for	numerous	literary	masterpieces,	musical	compositions,	theatrical	performances,	visual	arts,	sculptures,	folk	traditions,	and	crafts.	The	epic	stories	of	Lord	Krishna's	life,	spanning	from	his	childhood	to	the	Battle	of	Kurukshetra	in	the	Mahabharata,	are	frequently	depicted	in	Vaishnava	temple
carvings.	Moreover,	iconic	Indian	dance	forms	like	Bharatanatyam,	Kathak,	Kathakali,	Odissi,	and	Manipuri	have	been	shaped	by	the	themes	and	narratives	drawn	from	the	Bhagavata	Purana.
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