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Having	a	manual	well	pump	is	a	game-changer	in	ensuring	access	to	clean	water,	especially	in	off-grid…	Low	water	pressure	in	a	home	with	a	well	system	can	be	frustrating.	Whether	it’s	the	trickle…	Fire	safety	is	a	critical	aspect	of	home	preparedness,	yet	it	often	doesn’t	receive	the	attention	it…	Experience	convenience	with	the	best	retractable
tonneau	cover	for	Ram	1500.	These	innovative	covers	offer	seamless	operation,…	Protect	your	cargo	with	the	best	hard	tonneau	cover	for	Ram	1500,	engineered	for	strength	and	security….	Looking	for	the	best	folding	tonneau	cover	for	Ram	1500?	Our	selection	features	versatile	options	that	provide…	Driving	with	a	tonneau	cover	up	is	a	topic	that
often	sparks	debate	among	truck	owners.	As…	When	it	comes	to	maintaining	a	truck,	one	common	dilemma	for	owners	with	tonneau	covers	is	whether…	When	it	comes	to	enhancing	the	functionality	and	aesthetics	of	your	truck,	tonneau	covers	are	a	popular…	Having	a	constant	supply	of	water	is	a	necessity	for	all	households.	Whether	running	a	bath
or…	The	purpose	of	a	check	valve	is	to	force	water	in	a	pipe	to	flow	in	one	direction	only,	and	also	to	prevent	gravity	draining	of	water	in	the	filter,	pump	and	pipes,	when	the	pump	shuts	off.	They	are	also	used	to	keep	raised	spas,	fountains	or	solar	heaters	full	of	water,	when	the	pump	shuts	off,	again	to	prevent	gravity	draining.	There	are	other	uses
for	pool	check	valves,	see	below.	Raised	Pool	Pumps	The	most	common	use	for	a	check	valve	is	to	hold	the	water	in	the	pump	when	the	motor	shuts	off.	As	such,	a	common	location	for	a	check	valve	is	on	the	incoming	suction	pipe,	in	front	of	the	filter	pump.	For	best	results	with	pump	priming,	especially	for	pumps	lifting	more	than	24”	from	the	water
surface,	the	check	valve	should	not	be	installed	directly	against	the	pump	intake,	but	12”-18”	in	front	of	the	pump.	This	allows	not	only	a	full	basket,	but	also	a	full	pipe	of	water.	If	space	is	not	available	for	a	check	valve	on	the	horizontal	pipe	that	comes	into	the	pump,	check	valves	can	be	installed	on	the	vertical	suction	lines,	or	the	skimmer	and	main
drain	pipes.	When	doing	so	however,	you	will	need	to	install	check	valves	on	all	vertical	suction	pipes,	unless	one	pipe	normally	has	a	closed	valve,	like	a	spa	drain	pipe.	For	pools	that	winterize	their	system	during	winter,	placing	check	valves	on	vertical	suction	lines	prevents	air	from	being	blown	backwards	through	the	skimmer	and	main	drain	pipes.
There	also	is	the	concern	of	water	being	trapped	on	top	of	a	vertically	mounted	check	valve.	Installing	PVC	Unions	directly	beneath	a	vertical	check	valve	will	overcome	the	problem,	and	allow	full	winterization	of	the	suction	lines.	Another	option	is	to	move	the	pump	further	back	from	the	incoming	valves,	and/or	reconfigure	the	suction	manifold,	to
add	more	horizontal	pipe	space	for	mounting	a	single	check	valve,	between	the	pump	and	any	suction	line	valves.	Pump	check	valves	help	inground	pool	pumps	to	catch	prime	quickly,	by	keeping	the	water	in	the	pump	and	filter,	when	the	pump	shuts	off.	This	ensures	fast	pump	priming	for	long	motor	life,	and	also	prevents	pool	filters	from	back
flowing	DE	or	dirt	to	the	pool,	when	the	pump	is	off.	Check	valves	are	not	normally	used	on	aboveground	pools,	which	have	their	equipment	located	below	water	level,	in	what	is	called	‘flooded	suction’.	Solar	Pool	Heaters	Solar	pool	heater	panels	that	are	roof	mounted	may	use	check	valves	on	the	supply	and	return	pipes.	A	check	valve	placed	on	the
pipe	that	leads	to	the	solar	panels	will	prevent	drain	down	of	the	solar	system,	when	the	pump	shuts	off.	A	second	check	valve	may	be	placed	on	the	pipe	that	returns	from	the	solar	system,	to	prevent	water	from	cycling	backwards	through	the	solar	panels,	when	the	solar	system	is	turned	off.	For	pools	that	winterize	their	system	during	winter,	you
can	place	PVC	unions	on	either	side	of	the	check	valves	to	allow	for	system	drain	down	and/or	blowing	out	the	solar	panels	with	air	more	confidently.	New	style	check	valves	from	Jandy,	Pentair	and	Waterway	are	serviceable,	and	can	be	opened	to	allow	for	solar	system	drain	down,	and	to	be	sure	no	water	is	trapped	on	top	of	the	flapper,	after
winterizing.	Chlorinators	Pool	chlorinators	can	potentially	damage	a	pool	heater	or	filter,	if	they	are	installed	too	close	to	other	equipment.	A	check	valve	can	be	installed	just	before	the	in-line	chlorinator	or	just	before	an	off-line	chlorinator	injection	point,	to	keep	high	concentrations	of	chlorine	from	backing	up	into	heaters,	filters	or	other	nearby
pool	equipment.	Raised	Spas	Remember	that	water	seeks	its	own	level,	and	when	a	spa,	fountain	or	water	feature	is	placed	at	a	higher	level	than	the	pool	water,	it	will	naturally	gravity	drain	(into	the	pool),	when	the	pump	shuts	off.	Check	valves	are	used	on	spa	return	lines,	and/or	spa	overflow	lines,	to	keep	attached	spas	on	shared	systems	from
losing	gravity	draining	when	the	pump	shuts	off.	Similarly,	check	valves	can	also	be	used	for	wall	fountains,	deck	jets	and	waterfalls,	to	prevent	draining	when	they	are	not	being	used.	Spa	Blowers	For	pools	with	attached	spas,	a	blower	line	is	often	attached	to	add	forced	air	into	the	spa	jets.	Many	builders	place	the	blower	on	top	of	a	tall	pipe,	several
feet	above	the	pump	level,	to	keep	water	from	entering	the	blower	motor.	As	added	insurance,	may	builders	install	a	check	valve	on	the	blower	pipe,	to	keep	water	from	backing	into	the	blower	motor.	Ozonators	Ozonators	use	small	ball	check	valves	on	the	ozone	feed	tube	that	carries	the	ozone	gas	to	the	injection	fitting	(another	type	of	small	ball
check	valve).	Manufacturers	recommend	regular	replacement	of	the	ozone	tubing	and	check	valve,	to	keep	the	gas	flowing	in	one	direction	only,	and	to	prevent	water	from	backing	into	the	ozone	production	chamber.	Spa	Overflow	Lines	For	pools	with	attached	spas	with	a	controller,	a	spa	overflow	line	or	spa	make-up	line	(bypass	line)	is	often	used	to
send	enough	filtered	water	to	the	spa	returns	to	keep	it	clean	and	circulated,	as	the	spa	drain	and	spa	return	valves	are	normally	closed.	When	the	valves	are	opened	to	Spa	Mode,	a	check	valve	is	used	on	the	spa	over-flow	line	to	keep	water	from	looping	backwards	through	the	overflow	pipe.	The	pool	check	valve	is	a	safety	device	that	prevents	water
from	flowing	in	the	opposite	direction	it	should.	Pool	valves	can	be	automatic	or	manual	and	come	in	many	different	styles,	depending	on	your	needs.	This	article	will	discuss	how	to	select	the	correct	pool	check	valve	for	you	and	your	situation.	I’m	here	to	walk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know	about	selecting	the	correct	pool	check	valve	to
get	your	pool	back	up	and	running	as	soon	as	possible.	Main	Takeaways	Check	valves	keep	your	pool	water	from	flowing	backward	and	can	be	used	to	help	raised	pool	pumps,	solar	pool	heaters,	chlorinators,	raised	spas,	spa	blowers,	ozonators,	and	spa	overflow	lines.	There	are	three	types	of	check	valves:	spring	check	valves,	swing	check	valves,	and
ball	check	valves.	To	find	the	right	replacement	pool	check	valve,	you	should	consider	the	number	of	valves,	size,	strength,	opaqueness,	connection,	and	location.	In	short,	pool	check	valves	are	a	quick	and	easy	way	to	keep	water	from	flowing	backward	in	pools,	spas,	or	fountains.	They	are	helpful	devices	that	prevent	one-direction	flow	from
occurring	within	most	plumbing	systems	(water	cannot	go	up	through	them).	Check	valves	can	be	used	to	avoid	gravity	draining	of	water	in	the	filter,	pump,	and	pipes	when	a	pool’s	pump	shuts	off.	They	also	keep	raised	spas,	fountains,	or	solar	heaters	full	of	water	when	their	own	pumps	shut	off.	Specifically,	you	can	use	pool	check	valves	for
different	purposes.	Pool	check	valves	keep	water	in	the	pool	pump	when	it	shuts	off.	They	help	inground	pools	have	a	fast	prime	by	keeping	the	water	inside	the	pump	and	filter	while	not	allowing	dirt	from	back-flowing	into	the	pool.	They’re	usually	only	found	on	inground	pools,	not	on	above-ground	pools,	since	they	have	equipment	located	below	the
pool	water	level.	Check	valves	in	solar	pool	heaters	help	keep	the	solar	system	from	draining	down	once	the	pump	turns	off.	You	could	also	put	another	valve	on	the	pipe	that	returns	from	the	system.	Placing	one	here	will	prevent	the	water	from	going	back	through	the	panels	after	the	system	is	turned	off.	Chlorinators	can	use	check	valves	to	keep
chlorine	from	going	back	into	the	filters,	heaters,	or	other	equipment.	This	will	help	keep	your	equipment	from	getting	damaged	by	too	much	chlorine.	Remember,	water	wants	to	go	down.	When	you	put	a	fountain	or	spa	at	a	higher	level	than	the	water	in	a	pool,	the	water	will	drain	when	the	pump	turns	off.	Check	valves	keep	water	from	going	down
(gravity	draining)	when	you	are	not	using	these	other	water	features.	For	pools	with	spas,	you	might	need	a	blower	line	that	adds	air	to	the	spa	jets.	Many	builders	put	the	blower	on	top	of	a	tall	pipe	so	that	water	will	not	get	into	it	and	ruin	it.	Builders	often	put	a	check	valve	on	it	so	that	water	does	not	get	back	in	and	destroy	the	blower.	Ozonators
often	use	a	ball	check	valve	on	the	ozone	feed	pipe.	These	valves	help	keep	gas	flowing	in	a	single	direction	while	preventing	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	ozone	chamber.	Pool	spas	use	a	bypass	line	to	keep	them	clean	and	circulated.	If	the	valves	are	closed,	the	overflow	line	sends	water	to	the	spa	returns.	In	Spa	Mode,	a	check	valve	is	used	on
the	overflow	pipe	to	keep	water	from	looping	backward.	The	type	of	check	valve	you	should	use	will	depend	on	the	purpose.	There	are	three	types	of	check	valves	for	pool	maintenance:	spring	check	valves,	swing	check	valves,	and	ball	check	valves.	There	are	two	types	of	spring	check	valves:	a	“normal”	spring	check	valve	and	a	spring	flapper	check
valve.	A	pool	spring	check	valve	is	a	clever	device	with	an	internal	panel	that	travels	against	a	spring	to	open	and	close	the	valve.	A	spring	flapper	check	valve	has	a	flap	on	one	of	the	valve	ends.	This	flap	pivots	against	a	spring	once	the	water	starts	coming	out	of	the	pump.	The	flap	then	releases	downward,	which	closes	any	flow	that	would	reverse
course	after	turning	the	pump	off.	While	spring	check	valves	can	be	used	in	pools	and	spas,	many	people	prefer	to	use	swing	check	valves.	There	are	two	reasons	for	this:	Swing	check	valves	don’t	clog	very	easily	when	compared	with	the	other	styles	of	check	valves.	The	springs	on	a	spring	check	valve	can	be	prone	to	easily	deteriorate,	especially
when	they’re	exposed	to	severe	conditions.	The	final	type	of	pool	check	valve	is	a	ball	check	valve.	While	they’re	not	used	as	often	as	the	other	two	types	of	valves,	they	are	often	used	in	chlorinators	or	ozonators—anywhere	you	might	need	a	smaller-type	check	valve.	As	indicated	by	their	name,	ball	check	valves	use	a	small	ball	inside	the	valve,	which
makes	a	seal	on	just	one	side	of	the	valve	once	the	pump	gets	shut	off.	However,	when	the	pump	is	on,	the	water	flow	pushes	the	ball	to	the	other	side	of	the	valve,	allowing	the	water	to	pass	through	the	valve	eventually.	There	are	a	few	things	to	consider	when	finding	the	correct	pool	check	valve	when	maintaining	your	pool.	First,	you	want	to
consider	how	many	valves	are	in	your	pool.	If	only	one	valve	is	on	the	swimming	pool,	then	a	single	ball	check	valve	might	be	ideal	for	replacing	it.	If	your	pool	has	three	valves	(covers	and	skimmers),	a	triple-check	valve	would	possibly	work	better.	It	has	two	balls	that	sit	opposite	each	other,	so	water	can	flow	through	both	directions	if	needed.
Another	thing	to	consider	when	buying	a	replacement	pool	check	valve	is	the	size.	Most	pool	check	valves	come	in	various	sizes	to	fit	standard	pool	pipes.	Fortunately,	some	check	valves	can	serve	two	different	sizes,	making	it	much	easier	to	fit	them	where	you	need	them.	Also,	look	for	the	brand	on	your	current	check	valve,	which	typically	carries
replacement	valves.	For	example,	Pentair	is	one	of	the	market’s	most	popular	pool	valve	brands.	Check	valve	strength	is	another	thing	to	consider.	For	example,	different	spring	valves	come	in	various	strengths.	Most	valves	have	springs	that	allow	for	reasonably	light	resistance;	however,	you’ll	probably	want	to	opt	for	something	more	substantial	if
you	require	more	strength.	This	is	especially	true	when	you	have	increased	pressure	on	backflow,	which	is	often	the	case	with	solar	panels	installed	on	a	roof.	Most	check	valves	come	in	transparent	or	opaque.	The	good	thing	about	clear	valves	is	that	you	can	see	the	mechanisms	inside,	which	will	help	you	see	if	the	valve	is	clogged	or	stuck.
Obviously,	you	won’t	be	able	to	do	that	with	opaque	check	valves.	One	of	the	most	significant	differences	in	pool	check	valves	is	between	union	and	union	connections.	A	union	connection	can	easily	remove	a	valve	from	the	pipe	without	cutting	it	out.	These	types	of	valves	might	have	threaded	connections.	However,	with	non-union	connections,	the
pipe	is	fitted	into	the	valve	and	glued	together	for	a	more	permanent	solution.	Typically,	this	might	be	a	problem	if	you	want	to	remove	the	check	valve	to	clean	it;	however,	with	non-union	valves,	you	can	often	access	them	through	the	top	to	be	repaired	quickly.	Finally,	the	location	of	your	pool	check	valve	can	help	you	determine	what	kind	to	buy.
Contrary	to	what	some	pool	owners	think,	there	is	no	best	place	to	install	a	pool	check	valve.	Instead,	it	would	be	best	to	simply	put	it	where	it’s	needed.	For	example,	if	you	want	to	prevent	water	from	reversing	direction	back	up	a	line,	you’d	put	the	valve	on	a	straight	piece	of	pipe.	Also,	you	wouldn’t	put	the	valve	in	front	of	a	pump	because	that
could	lead	to	priming	issues.	As	another	example,	you	wouldn’t	need	to	worry	about	where	to	put	a	pool	check	valve	in	relation	to	a	diverter	valve;	you	could	put	it	either	before	or	after	the	diverter	valve	because	placement,	in	this	case,	wouldn’t	do	anything	to	affect	the	performance	of	the	valve	itself.	Pool	check	valves	are	a	necessary	part	of	any
pool	maintenance.	They	are	one	of	the	most	critical	pieces	in	preventing	expensive	damage,	and	by	keeping	your	valves	maintained,	you’ll	be	able	to	enjoy	your	pool	even	more.	With	so	many	different	types	to	choose	from,	though,	it	can	be	easy	to	get	overwhelmed	when	selecting	a	pool	check	valve	for	your	own	situation;	however,	by	following	these
tips,	you	should	find	that	choosing	an	appropriate	model	is	not	as	difficult	as	it	might	seem	and	something	that	you	can	easily	do	on	your	own.	For	more	recommendations,	head	over	to	my	pool	pump	ratings	too.	Questions	about	check	valves?	Let	me	know;	I	am	always	happy	to	offer	advice.	If	you	own	a	pool,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	keep	it	in
good	condition.	A	crucial	component	of	any	pool	system	is	a	check	valve,	which	helps	regulate	the	flow	of	water	and	prevent	backflow.	But	what	exactly	is	a	check	valve	and	how	does	it	work?	In	this	article,	we’ll	take	a	deep	dive	into	the	inner	workings	of	pool	check	valves,	discussing	their	importance,	common	problems,	and	how	to	choose	the	right
one	for	your	pool	system.	Whether	you’re	a	new	pool	owner	or	a	seasoned	pro,	understanding	how	check	valves	work	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	safe	and	efficient	pool.	So,	let’s	get	started!	Read	on	to	discover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	pool	check	valves,	from	their	basic	function	to	advanced	troubleshooting	tips.	With	our	expert	guidance,
you’ll	be	equipped	to	handle	any	pool	check	valve	issue	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly	for	years	to	come.	What	Are	Pool	Check	Valves?	If	you	own	a	pool,	you’re	probably	familiar	with	the	many	different	components	that	make	up	a	pool	system.	One	of	the	most	important	parts	of	this	system	is	the	pool	check	valve,	which	plays	a	vital	role	in
ensuring	that	your	pool	operates	safely	and	efficiently.	A	pool	check	valve	is	a	small	but	critical	component	that	is	typically	installed	in	the	plumbing	system	of	your	pool	or	spa.	Its	primary	function	is	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	back	through	the	plumbing	system,	which	can	cause	serious	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	potentially	even	pose	a
safety	hazard	to	swimmers.	Without	a	functioning	pool	check	valve,	your	pool	system	could	be	at	risk	of	serious	damage	from	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	In	addition	to	protecting	your	equipment,	these	valves	can	also	help	to	keep	your	pool	water	clean	and	clear	by	preventing	debris	and	other	contaminants	from	entering	the	system.	There
are	many	different	types	of	pool	check	valves	available	on	the	market,	each	with	its	own	unique	features	and	benefits.	Some	of	the	most	popular	types	include	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	ball	check	valves,	among	others.	Overall,	pool	check	valves	are	an	essential	component	of	any	pool	system.	By	preventing	backflow	and	protecting
your	equipment,	they	help	to	ensure	that	your	pool	remains	safe,	clean,	and	enjoyable	for	years	to	come.	Definition	of	Pool	Check	Valves	Pool	check	valves	are	essential	components	of	any	swimming	pool	plumbing	system.	They	are	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	one	direction	while	preventing	backflow	in	the	opposite	direction.	The	valves	use	a
spring	or	a	weighted	flap	to	ensure	that	the	water	only	flows	in	the	desired	direction.	They	are	typically	installed	on	the	suction	side	of	the	pump	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	pool	equipment	such	as	skimmers	and	main	drains.	Check	valves	come	in	various	types	and	sizes	to	fit	different	plumbing	systems.	The	most	common	types	of
check	valves	used	in	swimming	pools	include	ball,	diaphragm,	and	swing	check	valves.	Ball	check	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	stop	backflow,	while	diaphragm	check	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve	when	water	pressure	drops.	Swing	check	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the	water	flow	stops.	Proper	installation
and	maintenance	of	pool	check	valves	are	crucial	to	ensure	that	they	function	correctly.	Poor	installation	or	lack	of	maintenance	can	lead	to	leaks,	low	water	pressure,	and	even	equipment	damage.	It	is	essential	to	ensure	that	the	valves	are	installed	in	the	correct	position	and	are	regularly	inspected	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	Regular	cleaning	and
lubrication	of	the	valves	can	also	help	to	prolong	their	lifespan	and	prevent	costly	repairs.	Ball	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	prevent	backflow.	They	are	durable	and	easy	to	maintain	but	can	be	prone	to	sticking	if	not	lubricated	regularly.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve
when	water	pressure	drops.	They	are	quieter	and	more	energy-efficient	than	ball	check	valves	but	can	be	more	expensive.	Swing	check	valves:	These	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the	water	flow	stops.	They	are	typically	used	for	larger	pipes	and	can	handle	higher	flow	rates,	but	they	can	be	more	prone	to	leaks	and	require	more
maintenance.	If	you’re	unsure	which	type	of	check	valve	is	right	for	your	pool	system,	it’s	best	to	consult	with	a	professional	pool	service	technician.	They	can	help	you	select	the	right	valve	and	ensure	that	it’s	installed	correctly	to	provide	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves	There	are	different	types	of	pool	check	valves,
each	with	its	own	unique	features	and	advantages.	Here	are	three	of	the	most	common	types:	Spring	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	spring	to	keep	the	valve	closed	until	water	pressure	from	the	pool	pump	overcomes	the	spring	and	opens	the	valve.	When	the	pump	stops,	the	spring	returns	the	valve	to	its	closed	position	to	prevent	backflow.
Swing	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	hinged	disc	to	prevent	backflow.	When	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the	disc	swings	open,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	disc	swings	shut,	preventing	backflow.	Diaphragm	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	flexible	diaphragm	to	prevent	backflow.	When
water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the	diaphragm	flexes,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	diaphragm	returns	to	its	original	position,	preventing	backflow.	See	also		How	Long	It	Takes	For	Pool	Water	To	Freeze?	[Expert	Guide!]	Each	type	of	valve	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages,	depending	on	your
specific	needs	and	pool	system	requirements.	How	Does	a	Pool	Check	Valve	Work?	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,	preventing	backflow	or	siphoning	that	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	When	water	is	flowing	in	the	correct	direction,	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	opens,	allowing	the
water	to	pass	through.	However,	if	water	tries	to	flow	in	the	opposite	direction,	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	closes,	preventing	the	water	from	moving	any	further.	This	simple	mechanism	is	crucial	in	ensuring	the	efficiency	and	safety	of	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	The	internal	mechanism	of	a	pool	check	valve	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of
valve.	Some	valves	use	a	ball	that	moves	up	and	down	to	allow	or	prevent	water	flow,	while	others	use	a	diaphragm	that	flexes	to	open	or	close	the	valve.	Regardless	of	the	design,	pool	check	valves	are	typically	made	of	durable	materials	such	as	PVC	or	ABS	plastic,	which	can	withstand	the	harsh	chemicals	and	high	pressures	commonly	found	in	pool
systems.	One	important	consideration	when	installing	a	pool	check	valve	is	the	direction	of	water	flow.	The	valve	must	be	installed	in	the	correct	orientation	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	the	desired	direction.	Additionally,	regular	maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	remains	clean	and	free	of	debris,	which	can	impede	its
function	and	lead	to	failure.	Overall,	a	pool	check	valve	is	a	crucial	component	of	any	pool	plumbing	system,	working	silently	in	the	background	to	prevent	damage	and	maintain	the	flow	of	water.	With	proper	installation	and	maintenance,	a	pool	check	valve	can	provide	years	of	reliable	service	and	peace	of	mind	for	pool	owners.	How	Pool	Check
Valves	Prevent	Backflow	Pool	check	valves	are	important	for	preventing	backflow,	which	occurs	when	water	flows	back	through	the	pool	system	in	the	opposite	direction.	This	can	cause	contamination	of	the	pool	water	and	damage	to	the	equipment.	How	do	pool	check	valves	prevent	backflow?	They	use	a	spring-loaded	mechanism	to	keep	the	water
flowing	in	one	direction.	When	the	water	pressure	is	greater	on	the	inlet	side	of	the	valve,	it	pushes	the	valve	open	and	allows	water	to	flow	through.	But	when	the	pressure	is	greater	on	the	outlet	side,	the	spring	pushes	the	valve	closed,	preventing	backflow.See	also		How	to	Lower	Salinity	and	pH	in	Your	Saltwater	Pool	There	are	different	types	of
pool	check	valves	that	prevent	backflow,	including	swing	check	valves,	diaphragm	check	valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each	type	works	slightly	differently,	but	they	all	rely	on	the	same	basic	principle	of	using	a	mechanism	to	prevent	backflow.	Regular	maintenance	of	pool	check	valves	is	important	to	ensure	they	are	working	properly	and
preventing	backflow.	Cleaning	or	replacing	worn	parts	can	help	keep	the	valves	functioning	as	they	should.	If	you	have	a	pool	or	spa,	you	should	use	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	plumbing	system	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	backward	through	the	pipes.	This	is	especially	important	if	you	have	an	automatic	pool	cleaner	or	if	your	pool	is	connected	to	a
water	feature	or	spa.	Another	reason	to	use	a	pool	check	valve	is	if	you	have	a	variable	speed	pool	pump	that	operates	at	different	speeds.	When	the	pump	is	set	to	a	lower	speed,	it	may	not	create	enough	suction	to	keep	the	check	valve	closed,	which	can	cause	water	to	backflow	through	the	pipes.	A	pool	check	valve	can	prevent	this	from	happening.
You	should	also	use	a	pool	check	valve	if	you	live	in	an	area	with	high	winds	or	a	lot	of	leaves	and	debris.	If	leaves	or	debris	get	into	your	skimmer,	they	can	clog	the	pool	pump	and	cause	it	to	run	dry,	which	can	damage	the	pump.	A	pool	check	valve	can	prevent	this	by	stopping	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	skimmer	when	the	pump	is	turned	off.
Finally,	you	should	use	a	pool	check	valve	if	you	have	a	solar	heating	system	for	your	pool.	Solar	panels	can	create	a	reverse	flow	of	water	when	the	pump	is	turned	off,	which	can	damage	the	panels.	A	check	valve	can	prevent	this	reverse	flow	of	water,	protecting	your	solar	heating	system.	The	Importance	of	Pool	Check	Valves	in	Your	Pool	System
Prevent	Damage:	Pool	check	valves	play	a	crucial	role	in	protecting	your	pool	equipment	from	damage	caused	by	backflow.	Backflow	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool	pump,	filter,	and	other	pool	equipment,	which	can	lead	to	costly	repairs.	Ensure	Water	Flow:	Pool	check	valves	also	ensure	proper	water	flow	in	your	pool	system.	Without	check	valves,
water	can	flow	backward,	causing	disruption	in	the	flow	of	water,	which	can	lead	to	equipment	failure	or	damage.	Improve	Water	Quality:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	improve	water	quality	by	preventing	contaminated	water	from	flowing	back	into	your	pool.	This	ensures	that	the	water	in	your	pool	remains	clean	and	healthy	for	swimming.	Maintain
Pool	Chemistry:	The	presence	of	pool	check	valves	in	your	pool	system	also	helps	maintain	the	proper	pool	chemistry.	Backflow	can	cause	the	water	chemistry	to	be	disrupted,	which	can	lead	to	an	unbalanced	pool.See	also		Get	Rid	of	Your	Inground	Pool	Without	Breaking	the	Bank!	Preventing	Water	Loss	in	Your	Pool	System	Water	conservation:	One
of	the	main	reasons	for	using	a	pool	check	valve	is	to	conserve	water.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	it	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	conserve	water	resources.	Reducing	maintenance	costs:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	to	reduce	maintenance	costs	by	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime.	A	loss
of	prime	can	cause	the	pump	to	run	dry,	resulting	in	damage	to	the	impeller	or	motor.	This	damage	can	be	costly	to	repair	or	replace.	By	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime,	pool	check	valves	help	to	extend	the	life	of	the	pool	system	and	reduce	maintenance	costs	over	time.	Improved	pool	system	efficiency:	Pool	check	valves	help	to	improve
the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system	by	ensuring	that	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	they	help	to	maintain	a	consistent	flow	rate	and	pressure,	which	can	improve	the	overall	performance	of	the	pool	system.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	pool	system	running	smoothly	and	efficiently	while	conserving	water	and
reducing	maintenance	costs,	a	pool	check	valve	is	an	essential	component.	By	preventing	backflow,	a	pool	check	valve	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	So,	be	sure	to	include	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	pool	system	to	keep	your	pool	operating	at	its	best.	Pool	check	valves
play	an	important	role	in	protecting	your	pool	equipment.	By	preventing	backflow,	they	ensure	that	water	only	flows	in	one	direction	through	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	This	helps	to	protect	your	pool	equipment,	including	your	pump	and	filter,	from	damage	caused	by	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	Without	a	check	valve,	the	water	in	your
pool’s	plumbing	system	can	drain	back	into	the	pool,	causing	damage	to	your	pump,	filter,	and	other	equipment.	This	can	be	costly	to	repair	and	can	also	cause	downtime	for	your	pool.	By	installing	a	check	valve,	you	can	help	prevent	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly.	It’s	important	to	choose	the	right	type	of	check
valve	for	your	system	and	to	have	it	installed	properly	to	ensure	that	it	functions	correctly.	Water	circulation	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	pool	maintenance	as	it	helps	prevent	stagnant	water,	which	can	lead	to	algae	growth	and	other	issues.	With	a	pool	check	valve,	you	can	ensure	proper	water	circulation	in	your	pool	system.	The	valve’s	operation	allows
water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,	preventing	backflow	and	ensuring	that	water	only	flows	in	the	direction	it’s	intended.	This	prevents	water	from	circulating	backward	and	helps	keep	the	water	fresh	and	clean.	Regular	maintenance	is	important	to	ensure	that	your	pool	check	valve	is	functioning	properly.	Check	for	any	leaks,	cracks,	or	damage	to
the	valve	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	clean	the	valve	periodically	to	prevent	buildup	and	ensure	that	it’s	operating	at	peak	efficiency.	Properly	installed	valves	are	also	essential	for	maintaining	proper	water	circulation.	Make	sure	that	the	valve	is	installed	correctly	and	that	it’s	the	right	size	for	your	pool	system.	Consult	with	a
professional	if	you’re	unsure	about	how	to	install	or	maintain	your	pool	check	valve.	Common	Problems	with	Pool	Check	Valves	and	How	to	Fix	Them	Clogging:	One	of	the	most	common	problems	with	pool	check	valves	is	clogging.	Debris	such	as	leaves,	sticks,	and	dirt	can	accumulate	in	the	valve	and	prevent	it	from	functioning	properly.	To	fix	this,
turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve	to	clean	it	thoroughly.	Leaking:	Leaks	in	the	check	valve	can	cause	water	loss	and	lower	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	Check	for	any	cracks	or	damaged	O-rings	and	replace	them	if	necessary.	Tighten	any	loose	fittings	to	prevent	further	leaks.	Stuck	Flapper:	A	stuck	flapper	can	prevent	water	flow	and	cause
water	pressure	to	build	up	in	the	pipes.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve.	Check	for	any	debris	or	damage	to	the	flapper	and	clean	or	replace	it	as	necessary.	Noisy	Operation:	If	the	check	valve	is	making	noise	when	the	pump	is	running,	it	could	be	due	to	vibrations	or	loose	fittings.	Check	for	any	loose	fittings	and	tighten	them.	You
can	also	try	installing	vibration	dampeners	to	reduce	the	noise.	Faulty	Installation:	If	the	pool	check	valve	was	not	installed	correctly,	it	can	cause	problems	such	as	leaking	or	improper	water	flow.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	carefully	or	hire	a	professional	to	install	the	valve.	Problem:	One	of	the	most	common	problems	with
pool	check	valves	is	leaks	or	drips.	These	can	occur	around	the	valve	body	or	at	the	connection	points.	Cause:	Leaks	and	drips	can	be	caused	by	several	factors,	including	loose	or	damaged	fittings,	worn	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	cracks	or	other	damage	to	the	valve	body.	Solution:	To	fix	leaks	and	drips,	first	turn	off	the	pool	pump	and	close	any	valves
that	lead	to	the	check	valve.	Then,	inspect	all	fittings	and	connections	for	damage	or	wear,	and	tighten	or	replace	as	necessary.	Next,	inspect	the	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	the	valve	body	itself	is	cracked	or	damaged,	it	may	need	to	be	replaced	entirely.	Prevention:	To	prevent	leaks	and	drips,	make	sure	to	inspect	your	check	valve
regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	and	replace	any	damaged	parts	as	soon	as	possible.	It	is	also	important	to	make	sure	all	fittings	and	connections	are	tightened	properly	during	installation.See	also		How	Much	Space	Should	You	Leave	Between	Your	Wood	Fence	and	Pool?	Stuck	Valves	Another	common	problem	with	pool	check	valves	is	when
they	become	stuck	in	the	closed	position.	This	can	happen	if	the	valve	is	not	used	regularly	or	if	debris	gets	lodged	in	the	valve.	To	fix	a	stuck	valve,	try	the	following:	Try	turning	the	valve	handle	–	Sometimes,	a	stuck	valve	can	be	freed	by	turning	the	handle	back	and	forth	a	few	times.	This	can	help	dislodge	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	causing
the	valve	to	stick.	Clean	the	valve	–	If	turning	the	handle	doesn’t	work,	try	cleaning	the	valve.	Start	by	turning	off	the	pump	and	opening	the	valve.	Use	a	soft	brush	or	cloth	to	remove	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	preventing	the	valve	from	opening	and	closing	smoothly.	Check	the	o-ring	–	A	damaged	or	worn	o-ring	can	also	cause	a	valve	to	stick.
Inspect	the	o-ring	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	wear	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	none	of	these	methods	work,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	altogether.	A	professional	pool	technician	can	help	determine	the	best	course	of	action.	If	your	pool	check	valve	is	showing	signs	of	wear	and	tear,	such	as	cracks	or	corrosion,	it	may	be	time	to	replace	it.
These	issues	can	lead	to	leaks,	improper	sealing,	and	a	host	of	other	problems.	It’s	important	to	inspect	your	check	valve	regularly	and	replace	it	at	the	first	sign	of	damage.	Replacing	a	damaged	check	valve	is	relatively	simple	and	can	be	done	in	just	a	few	steps.	First,	turn	off	the	pool	pump	and	drain	the	water	from	the	valve.	Next,	remove	the	old
valve	and	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Finally,	turn	the	pump	back	on	and	check	for	any	leaks	or	issues.	Choosing	the	Right	Pool	Check	Valve	for	Your	Pool	System	If	you’re	in	the	market	for	a	new	pool	check	valve,	it’s	important	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	pool	system.	Here	are	some	factors	to	consider:	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so
it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	fits	your	plumbing	system.	Material:	Check	valves	can	be	made	of	various	materials,	including	PVC,	CPVC,	and	brass.	The	material	you	choose	will	depend	on	the	type	of	pool	system	you	have	and	your	personal	preferences.	Type:	There	are	different	types	of	check	valves,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check
valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each	type	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	the	one	that	works	best	for	your	pool	system.	Brand:	Finally,	consider	the	brand	of	the	check	valve	you	are	purchasing.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	choose	a	reputable	brand	that	has	a	history	of	producing	high-quality	products.	Factors	to
Consider	When	Choosing	a	Pool	Check	Valve	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	matches	your	pool	system’s	pipe	diameter.See	also		The	Ultimate	Guide	to	Using	Pool	of	Light	in	Jewelry	Material:	The	material	of	the	check	valve	will	determine	its	durability	and	resistance	to	corrosion,	so	choose	a	valve	made
of	high-quality	materials	like	PVC,	CPVC,	or	stainless	steel.	Orientation:	Consider	whether	you	need	a	horizontal	or	vertical	check	valve,	depending	on	the	configuration	of	your	pool	plumbing.	Flow	rate:	Make	sure	the	check	valve	can	handle	the	flow	rate	of	your	pool	system,	so	it	doesn’t	become	a	bottleneck	for	water	flow.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves
and	Which	One	to	Choose	Swing	check	valves:	These	are	the	most	common	type	of	pool	check	valves.	They	use	a	swinging	disc	to	control	the	flow	of	water,	and	they	are	easy	to	install	and	maintain.	They	are	best	suited	for	low-pressure	systems.	Spring	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	spring	to	keep	the	disc	closed	when	there	is	no	water	flow.	They
are	suitable	for	both	low	and	high-pressure	systems	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	types	of	check	valves.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	to	regulate	water	flow.	They	are	good	for	high-pressure	systems	and	can	handle	high	flow	rates.	They	are	also	resistant	to	corrosion	and	wear	and	tear.	Choosing	the
right	valve:	The	type	of	pool	check	valve	you	choose	will	depend	on	your	pool	system’s	pressure	and	flow	rate	requirements.	It	is	important	to	consult	with	a	professional	to	determine	the	best	valve	for	your	system.	Maintenance:	Regardless	of	the	type	of	check	valve	you	choose,	regular	maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	optimal	performance.	This
includes	periodic	inspection,	cleaning,	and	replacement	of	worn	parts.	Installation:	It	is	important	to	follow	manufacturer	instructions	when	installing	a	check	valve	to	ensure	proper	installation	and	avoid	leaks	or	other	issues.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool’s	filtration
system,	ensuring	that	the	water	flows	in	one	direction	and	preventing	damage	to	the	pool	equipment.	When	water	flows	through	the	valve,	a	mechanism	inside	the	valve	closes,	preventing	any	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool.	Pool	check	valves	are	typically	installed	in	the	return	line	of	the	pool,	between	the	filter	and	any	additional	equipment,
such	as	a	heater	or	pump.	The	valve	should	be	installed	with	the	arrow	on	the	valve	body	pointing	in	the	direction	of	the	water	flow.	There	are	several	types	of	pool	check	valves	available,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	diaphragm	check	valves.	Each	type	has	its	own	unique	features	and	benefits,	and	the	type	of	valve	that	is
best	for	your	pool	will	depend	on	your	specific	needs.	Common	problems	associated	with	pool	check	valves	include	leaks	and	drips,	stuck	valves,	cracks	and	damage,	and	issues	with	the	valve	flapper	or	hinge.	These	problems	can	cause	water	to	flow	in	the	wrong	direction	or	prevent	water	from	flowing	at	all,	leading	to	equipment	damage	and	poor
pool	performance.	To	troubleshoot	a	pool	check	valve,	you	should	first	check	for	any	visible	signs	of	damage	or	wear,	such	as	cracks	or	leaks.	If	the	valve	appears	to	be	in	good	condition,	you	can	check	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism	to	ensure	that	it	is	functioning	properly.	If	the	problem	persists,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	entirely.	In
some	cases,	a	pool	check	valve	can	be	repaired	by	replacing	a	faulty	component,	such	as	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism.	However,	in	many	cases,	it	may	be	more	cost-effective	to	replace	the	entire	valve	rather	than	attempting	to	repair	it.	Page	2If	you	own	a	pool,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	keep	it	in	good	condition.	A	crucial	component	of	any
pool	system	is	a	check	valve,	which	helps	regulate	the	flow	of	water	and	prevent	backflow.	But	what	exactly	is	a	check	valve	and	how	does	it	work?	In	this	article,	we’ll	take	a	deep	dive	into	the	inner	workings	of	pool	check	valves,	discussing	their	importance,	common	problems,	and	how	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	pool	system.	Whether	you’re	a
new	pool	owner	or	a	seasoned	pro,	understanding	how	check	valves	work	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	safe	and	efficient	pool.	So,	let’s	get	started!	Read	on	to	discover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	pool	check	valves,	from	their	basic	function	to	advanced	troubleshooting	tips.	With	our	expert	guidance,	you’ll	be	equipped	to	handle	any	pool
check	valve	issue	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly	for	years	to	come.	What	Are	Pool	Check	Valves?	If	you	own	a	pool,	you’re	probably	familiar	with	the	many	different	components	that	make	up	a	pool	system.	One	of	the	most	important	parts	of	this	system	is	the	pool	check	valve,	which	plays	a	vital	role	in	ensuring	that	your	pool	operates	safely
and	efficiently.	A	pool	check	valve	is	a	small	but	critical	component	that	is	typically	installed	in	the	plumbing	system	of	your	pool	or	spa.	Its	primary	function	is	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	back	through	the	plumbing	system,	which	can	cause	serious	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	potentially	even	pose	a	safety	hazard	to	swimmers.	Without	a
functioning	pool	check	valve,	your	pool	system	could	be	at	risk	of	serious	damage	from	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	In	addition	to	protecting	your	equipment,	these	valves	can	also	help	to	keep	your	pool	water	clean	and	clear	by	preventing	debris	and	other	contaminants	from	entering	the	system.	There	are	many	different	types	of	pool	check
valves	available	on	the	market,	each	with	its	own	unique	features	and	benefits.	Some	of	the	most	popular	types	include	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	ball	check	valves,	among	others.	See	also		Learn	How	To	Easily	Drain	A	Little	Water	From	Your	Pool	Overall,	pool	check	valves	are	an	essential	component	of	any	pool	system.	By
preventing	backflow	and	protecting	your	equipment,	they	help	to	ensure	that	your	pool	remains	safe,	clean,	and	enjoyable	for	years	to	come.	Definition	of	Pool	Check	Valves	Pool	check	valves	are	essential	components	of	any	swimming	pool	plumbing	system.	They	are	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	one	direction	while	preventing	backflow	in	the
opposite	direction.	The	valves	use	a	spring	or	a	weighted	flap	to	ensure	that	the	water	only	flows	in	the	desired	direction.	They	are	typically	installed	on	the	suction	side	of	the	pump	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	pool	equipment	such	as	skimmers	and	main	drains.	Check	valves	come	in	various	types	and	sizes	to	fit	different	plumbing
systems.	The	most	common	types	of	check	valves	used	in	swimming	pools	include	ball,	diaphragm,	and	swing	check	valves.	Ball	check	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	stop	backflow,	while	diaphragm	check	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve	when	water	pressure	drops.	Swing	check	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the
water	flow	stops.	Proper	installation	and	maintenance	of	pool	check	valves	are	crucial	to	ensure	that	they	function	correctly.	Poor	installation	or	lack	of	maintenance	can	lead	to	leaks,	low	water	pressure,	and	even	equipment	damage.	It	is	essential	to	ensure	that	the	valves	are	installed	in	the	correct	position	and	are	regularly	inspected	for	signs	of
wear	and	tear.	Regular	cleaning	and	lubrication	of	the	valves	can	also	help	to	prolong	their	lifespan	and	prevent	costly	repairs.	Ball	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	prevent	backflow.	They	are	durable	and	easy	to	maintain	but	can	be	prone	to	sticking	if	not	lubricated	regularly.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a
flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve	when	water	pressure	drops.	They	are	quieter	and	more	energy-efficient	than	ball	check	valves	but	can	be	more	expensive.	Swing	check	valves:	These	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the	water	flow	stops.	They	are	typically	used	for	larger	pipes	and	can	handle	higher	flow	rates,	but	they	can	be	more
prone	to	leaks	and	require	more	maintenance.	If	you’re	unsure	which	type	of	check	valve	is	right	for	your	pool	system,	it’s	best	to	consult	with	a	professional	pool	service	technician.	They	can	help	you	select	the	right	valve	and	ensure	that	it’s	installed	correctly	to	provide	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves	There	are
different	types	of	pool	check	valves,	each	with	its	own	unique	features	and	advantages.	Here	are	three	of	the	most	common	types:	Spring	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	spring	to	keep	the	valve	closed	until	water	pressure	from	the	pool	pump	overcomes	the	spring	and	opens	the	valve.	When	the	pump	stops,	the	spring	returns	the	valve	to	its
closed	position	to	prevent	backflow.	Swing	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	hinged	disc	to	prevent	backflow.	When	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the	disc	swings	open,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	disc	swings	shut,	preventing	backflow.	Diaphragm	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	flexible
diaphragm	to	prevent	backflow.	When	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the	diaphragm	flexes,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	diaphragm	returns	to	its	original	position,	preventing	backflow.	See	also		The	Ultimate	Guide	to	Installing	Vinyl	Works	Pool	Fence	Like	A	Pro	Each	type	of	valve	has	its	own	advantages
and	disadvantages,	depending	on	your	specific	needs	and	pool	system	requirements.	How	Does	a	Pool	Check	Valve	Work?	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,	preventing	backflow	or	siphoning	that	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	When	water	is	flowing	in	the	correct	direction,	the	valve’s
internal	mechanism	opens,	allowing	the	water	to	pass	through.	However,	if	water	tries	to	flow	in	the	opposite	direction,	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	closes,	preventing	the	water	from	moving	any	further.	This	simple	mechanism	is	crucial	in	ensuring	the	efficiency	and	safety	of	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	The	internal	mechanism	of	a	pool	check
valve	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	valve.	Some	valves	use	a	ball	that	moves	up	and	down	to	allow	or	prevent	water	flow,	while	others	use	a	diaphragm	that	flexes	to	open	or	close	the	valve.	Regardless	of	the	design,	pool	check	valves	are	typically	made	of	durable	materials	such	as	PVC	or	ABS	plastic,	which	can	withstand	the	harsh	chemicals	and
high	pressures	commonly	found	in	pool	systems.	One	important	consideration	when	installing	a	pool	check	valve	is	the	direction	of	water	flow.	The	valve	must	be	installed	in	the	correct	orientation	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	the	desired	direction.	Additionally,	regular	maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	remains	clean	and
free	of	debris,	which	can	impede	its	function	and	lead	to	failure.	Overall,	a	pool	check	valve	is	a	crucial	component	of	any	pool	plumbing	system,	working	silently	in	the	background	to	prevent	damage	and	maintain	the	flow	of	water.	With	proper	installation	and	maintenance,	a	pool	check	valve	can	provide	years	of	reliable	service	and	peace	of	mind	for
pool	owners.	How	Pool	Check	Valves	Prevent	Backflow	Pool	check	valves	are	important	for	preventing	backflow,	which	occurs	when	water	flows	back	through	the	pool	system	in	the	opposite	direction.	This	can	cause	contamination	of	the	pool	water	and	damage	to	the	equipment.	How	do	pool	check	valves	prevent	backflow?	They	use	a	spring-loaded
mechanism	to	keep	the	water	flowing	in	one	direction.	When	the	water	pressure	is	greater	on	the	inlet	side	of	the	valve,	it	pushes	the	valve	open	and	allows	water	to	flow	through.	But	when	the	pressure	is	greater	on	the	outlet	side,	the	spring	pushes	the	valve	closed,	preventing	backflow.See	also		How	Many	Drops	To	Test	Pool	Water?	[Fact
Checked!]	There	are	different	types	of	pool	check	valves	that	prevent	backflow,	including	swing	check	valves,	diaphragm	check	valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each	type	works	slightly	differently,	but	they	all	rely	on	the	same	basic	principle	of	using	a	mechanism	to	prevent	backflow.	Regular	maintenance	of	pool	check	valves	is	important	to	ensure
they	are	working	properly	and	preventing	backflow.	Cleaning	or	replacing	worn	parts	can	help	keep	the	valves	functioning	as	they	should.	If	you	have	a	pool	or	spa,	you	should	use	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	plumbing	system	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	backward	through	the	pipes.	This	is	especially	important	if	you	have	an	automatic	pool	cleaner	or
if	your	pool	is	connected	to	a	water	feature	or	spa.	Another	reason	to	use	a	pool	check	valve	is	if	you	have	a	variable	speed	pool	pump	that	operates	at	different	speeds.	When	the	pump	is	set	to	a	lower	speed,	it	may	not	create	enough	suction	to	keep	the	check	valve	closed,	which	can	cause	water	to	backflow	through	the	pipes.	A	pool	check	valve	can
prevent	this	from	happening.	You	should	also	use	a	pool	check	valve	if	you	live	in	an	area	with	high	winds	or	a	lot	of	leaves	and	debris.	If	leaves	or	debris	get	into	your	skimmer,	they	can	clog	the	pool	pump	and	cause	it	to	run	dry,	which	can	damage	the	pump.	A	pool	check	valve	can	prevent	this	by	stopping	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	skimmer
when	the	pump	is	turned	off.	Finally,	you	should	use	a	pool	check	valve	if	you	have	a	solar	heating	system	for	your	pool.	Solar	panels	can	create	a	reverse	flow	of	water	when	the	pump	is	turned	off,	which	can	damage	the	panels.	A	check	valve	can	prevent	this	reverse	flow	of	water,	protecting	your	solar	heating	system.	The	Importance	of	Pool	Check
Valves	in	Your	Pool	System	Prevent	Damage:	Pool	check	valves	play	a	crucial	role	in	protecting	your	pool	equipment	from	damage	caused	by	backflow.	Backflow	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool	pump,	filter,	and	other	pool	equipment,	which	can	lead	to	costly	repairs.	Ensure	Water	Flow:	Pool	check	valves	also	ensure	proper	water	flow	in	your	pool
system.	Without	check	valves,	water	can	flow	backward,	causing	disruption	in	the	flow	of	water,	which	can	lead	to	equipment	failure	or	damage.	Improve	Water	Quality:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	improve	water	quality	by	preventing	contaminated	water	from	flowing	back	into	your	pool.	This	ensures	that	the	water	in	your	pool	remains	clean	and
healthy	for	swimming.	Maintain	Pool	Chemistry:	The	presence	of	pool	check	valves	in	your	pool	system	also	helps	maintain	the	proper	pool	chemistry.	Backflow	can	cause	the	water	chemistry	to	be	disrupted,	which	can	lead	to	an	unbalanced	pool.	Preventing	Water	Loss	in	Your	Pool	System	Water	conservation:	One	of	the	main	reasons	for	using	a	pool
check	valve	is	to	conserve	water.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	it	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	conserve	water	resources.	Reducing	maintenance	costs:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	to	reduce	maintenance	costs	by	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime.	A	loss	of	prime	can	cause	the	pump	to	run
dry,	resulting	in	damage	to	the	impeller	or	motor.	This	damage	can	be	costly	to	repair	or	replace.	By	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime,	pool	check	valves	help	to	extend	the	life	of	the	pool	system	and	reduce	maintenance	costs	over	time.	Improved	pool	system	efficiency:	Pool	check	valves	help	to	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system	by
ensuring	that	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	they	help	to	maintain	a	consistent	flow	rate	and	pressure,	which	can	improve	the	overall	performance	of	the	pool	system.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	pool	system	running	smoothly	and	efficiently	while	conserving	water	and	reducing	maintenance	costs,	a	pool
check	valve	is	an	essential	component.	By	preventing	backflow,	a	pool	check	valve	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	So,	be	sure	to	include	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	pool	system	to	keep	your	pool	operating	at	its	best.	Pool	check	valves	play	an	important	role	in	protecting
your	pool	equipment.	By	preventing	backflow,	they	ensure	that	water	only	flows	in	one	direction	through	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	This	helps	to	protect	your	pool	equipment,	including	your	pump	and	filter,	from	damage	caused	by	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	Without	a	check	valve,	the	water	in	your	pool’s	plumbing	system	can	drain	back
into	the	pool,	causing	damage	to	your	pump,	filter,	and	other	equipment.	This	can	be	costly	to	repair	and	can	also	cause	downtime	for	your	pool.	By	installing	a	check	valve,	you	can	help	prevent	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly.	It’s	important	to	choose	the	right	type	of	check	valve	for	your	system	and	to	have	it
installed	properly	to	ensure	that	it	functions	correctly.	Water	circulation	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	pool	maintenance	as	it	helps	prevent	stagnant	water,	which	can	lead	to	algae	growth	and	other	issues.	With	a	pool	check	valve,	you	can	ensure	proper	water	circulation	in	your	pool	system.	The	valve’s	operation	allows	water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,
preventing	backflow	and	ensuring	that	water	only	flows	in	the	direction	it’s	intended.	This	prevents	water	from	circulating	backward	and	helps	keep	the	water	fresh	and	clean.See	also		When	Do	You	Open	Pool	In	Nj?	Find	Out	When	The	Best	Time	Is!	Regular	maintenance	is	important	to	ensure	that	your	pool	check	valve	is	functioning	properly.	Check
for	any	leaks,	cracks,	or	damage	to	the	valve	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	clean	the	valve	periodically	to	prevent	buildup	and	ensure	that	it’s	operating	at	peak	efficiency.	Properly	installed	valves	are	also	essential	for	maintaining	proper	water	circulation.	Make	sure	that	the	valve	is	installed	correctly	and	that	it’s	the	right	size	for
your	pool	system.	Consult	with	a	professional	if	you’re	unsure	about	how	to	install	or	maintain	your	pool	check	valve.	Common	Problems	with	Pool	Check	Valves	and	How	to	Fix	Them	Clogging:	One	of	the	most	common	problems	with	pool	check	valves	is	clogging.	Debris	such	as	leaves,	sticks,	and	dirt	can	accumulate	in	the	valve	and	prevent	it	from
functioning	properly.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve	to	clean	it	thoroughly.	Leaking:	Leaks	in	the	check	valve	can	cause	water	loss	and	lower	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	Check	for	any	cracks	or	damaged	O-rings	and	replace	them	if	necessary.	Tighten	any	loose	fittings	to	prevent	further	leaks.	Stuck	Flapper:	A	stuck	flapper
can	prevent	water	flow	and	cause	water	pressure	to	build	up	in	the	pipes.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve.	Check	for	any	debris	or	damage	to	the	flapper	and	clean	or	replace	it	as	necessary.	Noisy	Operation:	If	the	check	valve	is	making	noise	when	the	pump	is	running,	it	could	be	due	to	vibrations	or	loose	fittings.	Check	for	any
loose	fittings	and	tighten	them.	You	can	also	try	installing	vibration	dampeners	to	reduce	the	noise.	Faulty	Installation:	If	the	pool	check	valve	was	not	installed	correctly,	it	can	cause	problems	such	as	leaking	or	improper	water	flow.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	carefully	or	hire	a	professional	to	install	the	valve.	Problem:	One
of	the	most	common	problems	with	pool	check	valves	is	leaks	or	drips.	These	can	occur	around	the	valve	body	or	at	the	connection	points.	Cause:	Leaks	and	drips	can	be	caused	by	several	factors,	including	loose	or	damaged	fittings,	worn	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	cracks	or	other	damage	to	the	valve	body.	Solution:	To	fix	leaks	and	drips,	first	turn	off
the	pool	pump	and	close	any	valves	that	lead	to	the	check	valve.	Then,	inspect	all	fittings	and	connections	for	damage	or	wear,	and	tighten	or	replace	as	necessary.	Next,	inspect	the	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	the	valve	body	itself	is	cracked	or	damaged,	it	may	need	to	be	replaced	entirely.	Prevention:	To	prevent	leaks	and	drips,
make	sure	to	inspect	your	check	valve	regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	and	replace	any	damaged	parts	as	soon	as	possible.	It	is	also	important	to	make	sure	all	fittings	and	connections	are	tightened	properly	during	installation.	Stuck	Valves	Another	common	problem	with	pool	check	valves	is	when	they	become	stuck	in	the	closed	position.	This
can	happen	if	the	valve	is	not	used	regularly	or	if	debris	gets	lodged	in	the	valve.	To	fix	a	stuck	valve,	try	the	following:	Try	turning	the	valve	handle	–	Sometimes,	a	stuck	valve	can	be	freed	by	turning	the	handle	back	and	forth	a	few	times.	This	can	help	dislodge	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	causing	the	valve	to	stick.	Clean	the	valve	–	If	turning
the	handle	doesn’t	work,	try	cleaning	the	valve.	Start	by	turning	off	the	pump	and	opening	the	valve.	Use	a	soft	brush	or	cloth	to	remove	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	preventing	the	valve	from	opening	and	closing	smoothly.	Check	the	o-ring	–	A	damaged	or	worn	o-ring	can	also	cause	a	valve	to	stick.	Inspect	the	o-ring	for	any	signs	of	damage	or
wear	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	none	of	these	methods	work,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	altogether.	A	professional	pool	technician	can	help	determine	the	best	course	of	action.	If	your	pool	check	valve	is	showing	signs	of	wear	and	tear,	such	as	cracks	or	corrosion,	it	may	be	time	to	replace	it.	These	issues	can	lead	to	leaks,	improper
sealing,	and	a	host	of	other	problems.	It’s	important	to	inspect	your	check	valve	regularly	and	replace	it	at	the	first	sign	of	damage.	Replacing	a	damaged	check	valve	is	relatively	simple	and	can	be	done	in	just	a	few	steps.	First,	turn	off	the	pool	pump	and	drain	the	water	from	the	valve.	Next,	remove	the	old	valve	and	replace	it	with	a	new	one.
Finally,	turn	the	pump	back	on	and	check	for	any	leaks	or	issues.	Choosing	the	Right	Pool	Check	Valve	for	Your	Pool	System	If	you’re	in	the	market	for	a	new	pool	check	valve,	it’s	important	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	pool	system.	Here	are	some	factors	to	consider:	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	fits
your	plumbing	system.	Material:	Check	valves	can	be	made	of	various	materials,	including	PVC,	CPVC,	and	brass.	The	material	you	choose	will	depend	on	the	type	of	pool	system	you	have	and	your	personal	preferences.	Type:	There	are	different	types	of	check	valves,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each
type	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	the	one	that	works	best	for	your	pool	system.	Brand:	Finally,	consider	the	brand	of	the	check	valve	you	are	purchasing.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	choose	a	reputable	brand	that	has	a	history	of	producing	high-quality	products.	Factors	to	Consider	When	Choosing	a	Pool	Check
Valve	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	matches	your	pool	system’s	pipe	diameter.See	also		Remove	Pool	Algae	From	Rocks:	A	Comprehensive	Guide	Material:	The	material	of	the	check	valve	will	determine	its	durability	and	resistance	to	corrosion,	so	choose	a	valve	made	of	high-quality	materials	like	PVC,
CPVC,	or	stainless	steel.	Orientation:	Consider	whether	you	need	a	horizontal	or	vertical	check	valve,	depending	on	the	configuration	of	your	pool	plumbing.	Flow	rate:	Make	sure	the	check	valve	can	handle	the	flow	rate	of	your	pool	system,	so	it	doesn’t	become	a	bottleneck	for	water	flow.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves	and	Which	One	to	Choose	Swing
check	valves:	These	are	the	most	common	type	of	pool	check	valves.	They	use	a	swinging	disc	to	control	the	flow	of	water,	and	they	are	easy	to	install	and	maintain.	They	are	best	suited	for	low-pressure	systems.	Spring	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	spring	to	keep	the	disc	closed	when	there	is	no	water	flow.	They	are	suitable	for	both	low	and	high-
pressure	systems	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	types	of	check	valves.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	to	regulate	water	flow.	They	are	good	for	high-pressure	systems	and	can	handle	high	flow	rates.	They	are	also	resistant	to	corrosion	and	wear	and	tear.	Choosing	the	right	valve:	The	type	of	pool	check
valve	you	choose	will	depend	on	your	pool	system’s	pressure	and	flow	rate	requirements.	It	is	important	to	consult	with	a	professional	to	determine	the	best	valve	for	your	system.	Maintenance:	Regardless	of	the	type	of	check	valve	you	choose,	regular	maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	optimal	performance.	This	includes	periodic	inspection,	cleaning,
and	replacement	of	worn	parts.	Installation:	It	is	important	to	follow	manufacturer	instructions	when	installing	a	check	valve	to	ensure	proper	installation	and	avoid	leaks	or	other	issues.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool’s	filtration	system,	ensuring	that	the	water	flows	in	one
direction	and	preventing	damage	to	the	pool	equipment.	When	water	flows	through	the	valve,	a	mechanism	inside	the	valve	closes,	preventing	any	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool.	Pool	check	valves	are	typically	installed	in	the	return	line	of	the	pool,	between	the	filter	and	any	additional	equipment,	such	as	a	heater	or	pump.	The	valve	should	be
installed	with	the	arrow	on	the	valve	body	pointing	in	the	direction	of	the	water	flow.	There	are	several	types	of	pool	check	valves	available,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	diaphragm	check	valves.	Each	type	has	its	own	unique	features	and	benefits,	and	the	type	of	valve	that	is	best	for	your	pool	will	depend	on	your	specific
needs.	Common	problems	associated	with	pool	check	valves	include	leaks	and	drips,	stuck	valves,	cracks	and	damage,	and	issues	with	the	valve	flapper	or	hinge.	These	problems	can	cause	water	to	flow	in	the	wrong	direction	or	prevent	water	from	flowing	at	all,	leading	to	equipment	damage	and	poor	pool	performance.	To	troubleshoot	a	pool	check
valve,	you	should	first	check	for	any	visible	signs	of	damage	or	wear,	such	as	cracks	or	leaks.	If	the	valve	appears	to	be	in	good	condition,	you	can	check	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism	to	ensure	that	it	is	functioning	properly.	If	the	problem	persists,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	entirely.	In	some	cases,	a	pool	check	valve	can	be	repaired	by
replacing	a	faulty	component,	such	as	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism.	However,	in	many	cases,	it	may	be	more	cost-effective	to	replace	the	entire	valve	rather	than	attempting	to	repair	it.	Page	3If	you	own	a	pool,	you	know	how	important	it	is	to	keep	it	in	good	condition.	A	crucial	component	of	any	pool	system	is	a	check	valve,	which	helps	regulate
the	flow	of	water	and	prevent	backflow.	But	what	exactly	is	a	check	valve	and	how	does	it	work?	In	this	article,	we’ll	take	a	deep	dive	into	the	inner	workings	of	pool	check	valves,	discussing	their	importance,	common	problems,	and	how	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	pool	system.	Whether	you’re	a	new	pool	owner	or	a	seasoned	pro,	understanding
how	check	valves	work	is	essential	for	maintaining	a	safe	and	efficient	pool.	So,	let’s	get	started!	Read	on	to	discover	everything	you	need	to	know	about	pool	check	valves,	from	their	basic	function	to	advanced	troubleshooting	tips.	With	our	expert	guidance,	you’ll	be	equipped	to	handle	any	pool	check	valve	issue	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly
for	years	to	come.	What	Are	Pool	Check	Valves?	If	you	own	a	pool,	you’re	probably	familiar	with	the	many	different	components	that	make	up	a	pool	system.	One	of	the	most	important	parts	of	this	system	is	the	pool	check	valve,	which	plays	a	vital	role	in	ensuring	that	your	pool	operates	safely	and	efficiently.	A	pool	check	valve	is	a	small	but	critical
component	that	is	typically	installed	in	the	plumbing	system	of	your	pool	or	spa.	Its	primary	function	is	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	back	through	the	plumbing	system,	which	can	cause	serious	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	potentially	even	pose	a	safety	hazard	to	swimmers.	Without	a	functioning	pool	check	valve,	your	pool	system	could	be	at
risk	of	serious	damage	from	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	In	addition	to	protecting	your	equipment,	these	valves	can	also	help	to	keep	your	pool	water	clean	and	clear	by	preventing	debris	and	other	contaminants	from	entering	the	system.	There	are	many	different	types	of	pool	check	valves	available	on	the	market,	each	with	its	own	unique
features	and	benefits.	Some	of	the	most	popular	types	include	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	ball	check	valves,	among	others.	See	also		How	to	Easily	Fill	Up	Your	Intex	Pool:	Tips	and	Tricks	Overall,	pool	check	valves	are	an	essential	component	of	any	pool	system.	By	preventing	backflow	and	protecting	your	equipment,	they	help	to
ensure	that	your	pool	remains	safe,	clean,	and	enjoyable	for	years	to	come.	Definition	of	Pool	Check	Valves	Pool	check	valves	are	essential	components	of	any	swimming	pool	plumbing	system.	They	are	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	one	direction	while	preventing	backflow	in	the	opposite	direction.	The	valves	use	a	spring	or	a	weighted	flap	to
ensure	that	the	water	only	flows	in	the	desired	direction.	They	are	typically	installed	on	the	suction	side	of	the	pump	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	pool	equipment	such	as	skimmers	and	main	drains.	Check	valves	come	in	various	types	and	sizes	to	fit	different	plumbing	systems.	The	most	common	types	of	check	valves	used	in	swimming
pools	include	ball,	diaphragm,	and	swing	check	valves.	Ball	check	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	stop	backflow,	while	diaphragm	check	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve	when	water	pressure	drops.	Swing	check	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the	water	flow	stops.	Proper	installation	and	maintenance	of	pool	check
valves	are	crucial	to	ensure	that	they	function	correctly.	Poor	installation	or	lack	of	maintenance	can	lead	to	leaks,	low	water	pressure,	and	even	equipment	damage.	It	is	essential	to	ensure	that	the	valves	are	installed	in	the	correct	position	and	are	regularly	inspected	for	signs	of	wear	and	tear.	Regular	cleaning	and	lubrication	of	the	valves	can	also
help	to	prolong	their	lifespan	and	prevent	costly	repairs.	Ball	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	ball	that	rolls	into	place	to	prevent	backflow.	They	are	durable	and	easy	to	maintain	but	can	be	prone	to	sticking	if	not	lubricated	regularly.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	that	seals	the	valve	when	water	pressure	drops.	They
are	quieter	and	more	energy-efficient	than	ball	check	valves	but	can	be	more	expensive.	Swing	check	valves:	These	valves	have	a	flap	that	swings	shut	when	the	water	flow	stops.	They	are	typically	used	for	larger	pipes	and	can	handle	higher	flow	rates,	but	they	can	be	more	prone	to	leaks	and	require	more	maintenance.	If	you’re	unsure	which	type	of
check	valve	is	right	for	your	pool	system,	it’s	best	to	consult	with	a	professional	pool	service	technician.	They	can	help	you	select	the	right	valve	and	ensure	that	it’s	installed	correctly	to	provide	optimal	performance	and	longevity.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves	There	are	different	types	of	pool	check	valves,	each	with	its	own	unique	features	and
advantages.	Here	are	three	of	the	most	common	types:	Spring	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	spring	to	keep	the	valve	closed	until	water	pressure	from	the	pool	pump	overcomes	the	spring	and	opens	the	valve.	When	the	pump	stops,	the	spring	returns	the	valve	to	its	closed	position	to	prevent	backflow.	Swing	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve
uses	a	hinged	disc	to	prevent	backflow.	When	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the	disc	swings	open,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	disc	swings	shut,	preventing	backflow.	Diaphragm	Check	Valve:	This	type	of	valve	uses	a	flexible	diaphragm	to	prevent	backflow.	When	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction,	the
diaphragm	flexes,	allowing	water	to	pass	through.	When	the	flow	stops	or	reverses,	the	diaphragm	returns	to	its	original	position,	preventing	backflow.	See	also		How	To	Get	Rid	Of	Pool	Mites?	Discover	The	Ultimate	Guide!	Each	type	of	valve	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages,	depending	on	your	specific	needs	and	pool	system	requirements.
How	Does	a	Pool	Check	Valve	Work?	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,	preventing	backflow	or	siphoning	that	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	When	water	is	flowing	in	the	correct	direction,	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	opens,	allowing	the	water	to	pass	through.	However,	if	water	tries	to
flow	in	the	opposite	direction,	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	closes,	preventing	the	water	from	moving	any	further.	This	simple	mechanism	is	crucial	in	ensuring	the	efficiency	and	safety	of	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	The	internal	mechanism	of	a	pool	check	valve	can	vary	depending	on	the	type	of	valve.	Some	valves	use	a	ball	that	moves	up	and
down	to	allow	or	prevent	water	flow,	while	others	use	a	diaphragm	that	flexes	to	open	or	close	the	valve.	Regardless	of	the	design,	pool	check	valves	are	typically	made	of	durable	materials	such	as	PVC	or	ABS	plastic,	which	can	withstand	the	harsh	chemicals	and	high	pressures	commonly	found	in	pool	systems.	One	important	consideration	when
installing	a	pool	check	valve	is	the	direction	of	water	flow.	The	valve	must	be	installed	in	the	correct	orientation	to	allow	water	to	flow	in	the	desired	direction.	Additionally,	regular	maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	the	valve’s	internal	mechanism	remains	clean	and	free	of	debris,	which	can	impede	its	function	and	lead	to	failure.	Overall,	a	pool	check
valve	is	a	crucial	component	of	any	pool	plumbing	system,	working	silently	in	the	background	to	prevent	damage	and	maintain	the	flow	of	water.	With	proper	installation	and	maintenance,	a	pool	check	valve	can	provide	years	of	reliable	service	and	peace	of	mind	for	pool	owners.	How	Pool	Check	Valves	Prevent	Backflow	Pool	check	valves	are
important	for	preventing	backflow,	which	occurs	when	water	flows	back	through	the	pool	system	in	the	opposite	direction.	This	can	cause	contamination	of	the	pool	water	and	damage	to	the	equipment.	How	do	pool	check	valves	prevent	backflow?	They	use	a	spring-loaded	mechanism	to	keep	the	water	flowing	in	one	direction.	When	the	water
pressure	is	greater	on	the	inlet	side	of	the	valve,	it	pushes	the	valve	open	and	allows	water	to	flow	through.	But	when	the	pressure	is	greater	on	the	outlet	side,	the	spring	pushes	the	valve	closed,	preventing	backflow.See	also		Unscrew	Your	Pool	Pump	Effortlessly:	A	Step-by-Step	Guide	There	are	different	types	of	pool	check	valves	that	prevent
backflow,	including	swing	check	valves,	diaphragm	check	valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each	type	works	slightly	differently,	but	they	all	rely	on	the	same	basic	principle	of	using	a	mechanism	to	prevent	backflow.	Regular	maintenance	of	pool	check	valves	is	important	to	ensure	they	are	working	properly	and	preventing	backflow.	Cleaning	or
replacing	worn	parts	can	help	keep	the	valves	functioning	as	they	should.	If	you	have	a	pool	or	spa,	you	should	use	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	plumbing	system	to	prevent	water	from	flowing	backward	through	the	pipes.	This	is	especially	important	if	you	have	an	automatic	pool	cleaner	or	if	your	pool	is	connected	to	a	water	feature	or	spa.	Another
reason	to	use	a	pool	check	valve	is	if	you	have	a	variable	speed	pool	pump	that	operates	at	different	speeds.	When	the	pump	is	set	to	a	lower	speed,	it	may	not	create	enough	suction	to	keep	the	check	valve	closed,	which	can	cause	water	to	backflow	through	the	pipes.	A	pool	check	valve	can	prevent	this	from	happening.	You	should	also	use	a	pool
check	valve	if	you	live	in	an	area	with	high	winds	or	a	lot	of	leaves	and	debris.	If	leaves	or	debris	get	into	your	skimmer,	they	can	clog	the	pool	pump	and	cause	it	to	run	dry,	which	can	damage	the	pump.	A	pool	check	valve	can	prevent	this	by	stopping	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	skimmer	when	the	pump	is	turned	off.	Finally,	you	should	use	a
pool	check	valve	if	you	have	a	solar	heating	system	for	your	pool.	Solar	panels	can	create	a	reverse	flow	of	water	when	the	pump	is	turned	off,	which	can	damage	the	panels.	A	check	valve	can	prevent	this	reverse	flow	of	water,	protecting	your	solar	heating	system.	The	Importance	of	Pool	Check	Valves	in	Your	Pool	System	Prevent	Damage:	Pool	check
valves	play	a	crucial	role	in	protecting	your	pool	equipment	from	damage	caused	by	backflow.	Backflow	can	cause	damage	to	your	pool	pump,	filter,	and	other	pool	equipment,	which	can	lead	to	costly	repairs.	Ensure	Water	Flow:	Pool	check	valves	also	ensure	proper	water	flow	in	your	pool	system.	Without	check	valves,	water	can	flow	backward,
causing	disruption	in	the	flow	of	water,	which	can	lead	to	equipment	failure	or	damage.	Improve	Water	Quality:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	improve	water	quality	by	preventing	contaminated	water	from	flowing	back	into	your	pool.	This	ensures	that	the	water	in	your	pool	remains	clean	and	healthy	for	swimming.	Maintain	Pool	Chemistry:	The
presence	of	pool	check	valves	in	your	pool	system	also	helps	maintain	the	proper	pool	chemistry.	Backflow	can	cause	the	water	chemistry	to	be	disrupted,	which	can	lead	to	an	unbalanced	pool.See	also		The	Ultimate	Guide	to	Calculating	Your	Pool	Pump’s	GPM	Like	a	Pro	Preventing	Water	Loss	in	Your	Pool	System	Water	conservation:	One	of	the
main	reasons	for	using	a	pool	check	valve	is	to	conserve	water.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	it	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	conserve	water	resources.	Reducing	maintenance	costs:	Pool	check	valves	also	help	to	reduce	maintenance	costs	by	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime.	A	loss	of
prime	can	cause	the	pump	to	run	dry,	resulting	in	damage	to	the	impeller	or	motor.	This	damage	can	be	costly	to	repair	or	replace.	By	preventing	the	pump	from	losing	its	prime,	pool	check	valves	help	to	extend	the	life	of	the	pool	system	and	reduce	maintenance	costs	over	time.	Improved	pool	system	efficiency:	Pool	check	valves	help	to	improve	the
efficiency	of	the	pool	system	by	ensuring	that	water	flows	in	the	correct	direction.	By	preventing	water	from	flowing	backward,	they	help	to	maintain	a	consistent	flow	rate	and	pressure,	which	can	improve	the	overall	performance	of	the	pool	system.	If	you	want	to	keep	your	pool	system	running	smoothly	and	efficiently	while	conserving	water	and
reducing	maintenance	costs,	a	pool	check	valve	is	an	essential	component.	By	preventing	backflow,	a	pool	check	valve	helps	to	maintain	the	water	level	in	the	pool,	reduce	water	loss,	and	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	So,	be	sure	to	include	a	pool	check	valve	in	your	pool	system	to	keep	your	pool	operating	at	its	best.	Pool	check	valves
play	an	important	role	in	protecting	your	pool	equipment.	By	preventing	backflow,	they	ensure	that	water	only	flows	in	one	direction	through	your	pool’s	plumbing	system.	This	helps	to	protect	your	pool	equipment,	including	your	pump	and	filter,	from	damage	caused	by	water	flowing	in	the	wrong	direction.	Without	a	check	valve,	the	water	in	your
pool’s	plumbing	system	can	drain	back	into	the	pool,	causing	damage	to	your	pump,	filter,	and	other	equipment.	This	can	be	costly	to	repair	and	can	also	cause	downtime	for	your	pool.	By	installing	a	check	valve,	you	can	help	prevent	damage	to	your	pool	equipment	and	keep	your	pool	running	smoothly.	It’s	important	to	choose	the	right	type	of	check



valve	for	your	system	and	to	have	it	installed	properly	to	ensure	that	it	functions	correctly.	Water	circulation	is	a	crucial	aspect	of	pool	maintenance	as	it	helps	prevent	stagnant	water,	which	can	lead	to	algae	growth	and	other	issues.	With	a	pool	check	valve,	you	can	ensure	proper	water	circulation	in	your	pool	system.	The	valve’s	operation	allows
water	to	flow	in	only	one	direction,	preventing	backflow	and	ensuring	that	water	only	flows	in	the	direction	it’s	intended.	This	prevents	water	from	circulating	backward	and	helps	keep	the	water	fresh	and	clean.See	also		Discover	the	Consequences	of	Water	Behind	Pool	Liner	Regular	maintenance	is	important	to	ensure	that	your	pool	check	valve	is
functioning	properly.	Check	for	any	leaks,	cracks,	or	damage	to	the	valve	and	replace	it	if	necessary.	It’s	also	a	good	idea	to	clean	the	valve	periodically	to	prevent	buildup	and	ensure	that	it’s	operating	at	peak	efficiency.	Properly	installed	valves	are	also	essential	for	maintaining	proper	water	circulation.	Make	sure	that	the	valve	is	installed	correctly
and	that	it’s	the	right	size	for	your	pool	system.	Consult	with	a	professional	if	you’re	unsure	about	how	to	install	or	maintain	your	pool	check	valve.	Common	Problems	with	Pool	Check	Valves	and	How	to	Fix	Them	Clogging:	One	of	the	most	common	problems	with	pool	check	valves	is	clogging.	Debris	such	as	leaves,	sticks,	and	dirt	can	accumulate	in
the	valve	and	prevent	it	from	functioning	properly.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve	to	clean	it	thoroughly.	Leaking:	Leaks	in	the	check	valve	can	cause	water	loss	and	lower	the	efficiency	of	the	pool	system.	Check	for	any	cracks	or	damaged	O-rings	and	replace	them	if	necessary.	Tighten	any	loose	fittings	to	prevent	further	leaks.
Stuck	Flapper:	A	stuck	flapper	can	prevent	water	flow	and	cause	water	pressure	to	build	up	in	the	pipes.	To	fix	this,	turn	off	the	pump	and	remove	the	valve.	Check	for	any	debris	or	damage	to	the	flapper	and	clean	or	replace	it	as	necessary.	Noisy	Operation:	If	the	check	valve	is	making	noise	when	the	pump	is	running,	it	could	be	due	to	vibrations	or
loose	fittings.	Check	for	any	loose	fittings	and	tighten	them.	You	can	also	try	installing	vibration	dampeners	to	reduce	the	noise.	Faulty	Installation:	If	the	pool	check	valve	was	not	installed	correctly,	it	can	cause	problems	such	as	leaking	or	improper	water	flow.	Make	sure	to	follow	the	manufacturer’s	instructions	carefully	or	hire	a	professional	to
install	the	valve.	Problem:	One	of	the	most	common	problems	with	pool	check	valves	is	leaks	or	drips.	These	can	occur	around	the	valve	body	or	at	the	connection	points.	Cause:	Leaks	and	drips	can	be	caused	by	several	factors,	including	loose	or	damaged	fittings,	worn	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	cracks	or	other	damage	to	the	valve	body.	Solution:	To	fix
leaks	and	drips,	first	turn	off	the	pool	pump	and	close	any	valves	that	lead	to	the	check	valve.	Then,	inspect	all	fittings	and	connections	for	damage	or	wear,	and	tighten	or	replace	as	necessary.	Next,	inspect	the	gaskets	or	O-rings,	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	the	valve	body	itself	is	cracked	or	damaged,	it	may	need	to	be	replaced	entirely.	Prevention:
To	prevent	leaks	and	drips,	make	sure	to	inspect	your	check	valve	regularly	for	signs	of	wear	or	damage,	and	replace	any	damaged	parts	as	soon	as	possible.	It	is	also	important	to	make	sure	all	fittings	and	connections	are	tightened	properly	during	installation.See	also		What	To	Do	If	Water	Is	Pooling	In	Your	Wall?	[Facts!]	Stuck	Valves	Another
common	problem	with	pool	check	valves	is	when	they	become	stuck	in	the	closed	position.	This	can	happen	if	the	valve	is	not	used	regularly	or	if	debris	gets	lodged	in	the	valve.	To	fix	a	stuck	valve,	try	the	following:	Try	turning	the	valve	handle	–	Sometimes,	a	stuck	valve	can	be	freed	by	turning	the	handle	back	and	forth	a	few	times.	This	can	help
dislodge	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	causing	the	valve	to	stick.	Clean	the	valve	–	If	turning	the	handle	doesn’t	work,	try	cleaning	the	valve.	Start	by	turning	off	the	pump	and	opening	the	valve.	Use	a	soft	brush	or	cloth	to	remove	any	debris	or	buildup	that	may	be	preventing	the	valve	from	opening	and	closing	smoothly.	Check	the	o-ring	–	A
damaged	or	worn	o-ring	can	also	cause	a	valve	to	stick.	Inspect	the	o-ring	for	any	signs	of	damage	or	wear	and	replace	if	necessary.	If	none	of	these	methods	work,	it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	altogether.	A	professional	pool	technician	can	help	determine	the	best	course	of	action.	If	your	pool	check	valve	is	showing	signs	of	wear	and	tear,
such	as	cracks	or	corrosion,	it	may	be	time	to	replace	it.	These	issues	can	lead	to	leaks,	improper	sealing,	and	a	host	of	other	problems.	It’s	important	to	inspect	your	check	valve	regularly	and	replace	it	at	the	first	sign	of	damage.	Replacing	a	damaged	check	valve	is	relatively	simple	and	can	be	done	in	just	a	few	steps.	First,	turn	off	the	pool	pump
and	drain	the	water	from	the	valve.	Next,	remove	the	old	valve	and	replace	it	with	a	new	one.	Finally,	turn	the	pump	back	on	and	check	for	any	leaks	or	issues.	Choosing	the	Right	Pool	Check	Valve	for	Your	Pool	System	If	you’re	in	the	market	for	a	new	pool	check	valve,	it’s	important	to	choose	the	right	one	for	your	pool	system.	Here	are	some	factors
to	consider:	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	fits	your	plumbing	system.	Material:	Check	valves	can	be	made	of	various	materials,	including	PVC,	CPVC,	and	brass.	The	material	you	choose	will	depend	on	the	type	of	pool	system	you	have	and	your	personal	preferences.	Type:	There	are	different	types	of
check	valves,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	piston	check	valves.	Each	type	has	its	own	advantages	and	disadvantages,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	the	one	that	works	best	for	your	pool	system.	Brand:	Finally,	consider	the	brand	of	the	check	valve	you	are	purchasing.	It’s	always	a	good	idea	to	choose	a	reputable	brand	that	has
a	history	of	producing	high-quality	products.	Factors	to	Consider	When	Choosing	a	Pool	Check	Valve	Size:	Check	valves	come	in	various	sizes,	so	it’s	important	to	choose	one	that	matches	your	pool	system’s	pipe	diameter.See	also		Discover	the	Power	of	Football	Block	Pools:	How	to	Win	Big	Material:	The	material	of	the	check	valve	will	determine	its
durability	and	resistance	to	corrosion,	so	choose	a	valve	made	of	high-quality	materials	like	PVC,	CPVC,	or	stainless	steel.	Orientation:	Consider	whether	you	need	a	horizontal	or	vertical	check	valve,	depending	on	the	configuration	of	your	pool	plumbing.	Flow	rate:	Make	sure	the	check	valve	can	handle	the	flow	rate	of	your	pool	system,	so	it	doesn’t
become	a	bottleneck	for	water	flow.	Types	of	Pool	Check	Valves	and	Which	One	to	Choose	Swing	check	valves:	These	are	the	most	common	type	of	pool	check	valves.	They	use	a	swinging	disc	to	control	the	flow	of	water,	and	they	are	easy	to	install	and	maintain.	They	are	best	suited	for	low-pressure	systems.	Spring	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a
spring	to	keep	the	disc	closed	when	there	is	no	water	flow.	They	are	suitable	for	both	low	and	high-pressure	systems	and	are	often	used	in	conjunction	with	other	types	of	check	valves.	Diaphragm	check	valves:	These	valves	use	a	flexible	diaphragm	to	regulate	water	flow.	They	are	good	for	high-pressure	systems	and	can	handle	high	flow	rates.	They
are	also	resistant	to	corrosion	and	wear	and	tear.	Choosing	the	right	valve:	The	type	of	pool	check	valve	you	choose	will	depend	on	your	pool	system’s	pressure	and	flow	rate	requirements.	It	is	important	to	consult	with	a	professional	to	determine	the	best	valve	for	your	system.	Maintenance:	Regardless	of	the	type	of	check	valve	you	choose,	regular
maintenance	is	essential	to	ensure	optimal	performance.	This	includes	periodic	inspection,	cleaning,	and	replacement	of	worn	parts.	Installation:	It	is	important	to	follow	manufacturer	instructions	when	installing	a	check	valve	to	ensure	proper	installation	and	avoid	leaks	or	other	issues.	Frequently	Asked	Questions	A	pool	check	valve	is	designed	to
prevent	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool’s	filtration	system,	ensuring	that	the	water	flows	in	one	direction	and	preventing	damage	to	the	pool	equipment.	When	water	flows	through	the	valve,	a	mechanism	inside	the	valve	closes,	preventing	any	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	pool.	Pool	check	valves	are	typically	installed	in	the	return	line	of	the
pool,	between	the	filter	and	any	additional	equipment,	such	as	a	heater	or	pump.	The	valve	should	be	installed	with	the	arrow	on	the	valve	body	pointing	in	the	direction	of	the	water	flow.	There	are	several	types	of	pool	check	valves	available,	including	swing	check	valves,	spring	check	valves,	and	diaphragm	check	valves.	Each	type	has	its	own	unique
features	and	benefits,	and	the	type	of	valve	that	is	best	for	your	pool	will	depend	on	your	specific	needs.	Common	problems	associated	with	pool	check	valves	include	leaks	and	drips,	stuck	valves,	cracks	and	damage,	and	issues	with	the	valve	flapper	or	hinge.	These	problems	can	cause	water	to	flow	in	the	wrong	direction	or	prevent	water	from
flowing	at	all,	leading	to	equipment	damage	and	poor	pool	performance.	To	troubleshoot	a	pool	check	valve,	you	should	first	check	for	any	visible	signs	of	damage	or	wear,	such	as	cracks	or	leaks.	If	the	valve	appears	to	be	in	good	condition,	you	can	check	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism	to	ensure	that	it	is	functioning	properly.	If	the	problem	persists,
it	may	be	necessary	to	replace	the	valve	entirely.	In	some	cases,	a	pool	check	valve	can	be	repaired	by	replacing	a	faulty	component,	such	as	the	flapper	or	hinge	mechanism.	However,	in	many	cases,	it	may	be	more	cost-effective	to	replace	the	entire	valve	rather	than	attempting	to	repair	it.	The	pool	check	valve	is	a	safety	device	that	prevents	water
from	flowing	in	the	opposite	direction	it	should.	Pool	valves	can	be	automatic	or	manual	and	come	in	many	different	styles,	depending	on	your	needs.	This	article	will	discuss	how	to	select	the	correct	pool	check	valve	for	you	and	your	situation.	I’m	here	to	walk	you	through	everything	you	need	to	know	about	selecting	the	correct	pool	check	valve	to
get	your	pool	back	up	and	running	as	soon	as	possible.	Main	Takeaways	Check	valves	keep	your	pool	water	from	flowing	backward	and	can	be	used	to	help	raised	pool	pumps,	solar	pool	heaters,	chlorinators,	raised	spas,	spa	blowers,	ozonators,	and	spa	overflow	lines.	There	are	three	types	of	check	valves:	spring	check	valves,	swing	check	valves,	and
ball	check	valves.	To	find	the	right	replacement	pool	check	valve,	you	should	consider	the	number	of	valves,	size,	strength,	opaqueness,	connection,	and	location.	In	short,	pool	check	valves	are	a	quick	and	easy	way	to	keep	water	from	flowing	backward	in	pools,	spas,	or	fountains.	They	are	helpful	devices	that	prevent	one-direction	flow	from
occurring	within	most	plumbing	systems	(water	cannot	go	up	through	them).	Check	valves	can	be	used	to	avoid	gravity	draining	of	water	in	the	filter,	pump,	and	pipes	when	a	pool’s	pump	shuts	off.	They	also	keep	raised	spas,	fountains,	or	solar	heaters	full	of	water	when	their	own	pumps	shut	off.	Specifically,	you	can	use	pool	check	valves	for
different	purposes.	Pool	check	valves	keep	water	in	the	pool	pump	when	it	shuts	off.	They	help	inground	pools	have	a	fast	prime	by	keeping	the	water	inside	the	pump	and	filter	while	not	allowing	dirt	from	back-flowing	into	the	pool.	They’re	usually	only	found	on	inground	pools,	not	on	above-ground	pools,	since	they	have	equipment	located	below	the
pool	water	level.	Check	valves	in	solar	pool	heaters	help	keep	the	solar	system	from	draining	down	once	the	pump	turns	off.	You	could	also	put	another	valve	on	the	pipe	that	returns	from	the	system.	Placing	one	here	will	prevent	the	water	from	going	back	through	the	panels	after	the	system	is	turned	off.	Chlorinators	can	use	check	valves	to	keep
chlorine	from	going	back	into	the	filters,	heaters,	or	other	equipment.	This	will	help	keep	your	equipment	from	getting	damaged	by	too	much	chlorine.	Remember,	water	wants	to	go	down.	When	you	put	a	fountain	or	spa	at	a	higher	level	than	the	water	in	a	pool,	the	water	will	drain	when	the	pump	turns	off.	Check	valves	keep	water	from	going	down
(gravity	draining)	when	you	are	not	using	these	other	water	features.	For	pools	with	spas,	you	might	need	a	blower	line	that	adds	air	to	the	spa	jets.	Many	builders	put	the	blower	on	top	of	a	tall	pipe	so	that	water	will	not	get	into	it	and	ruin	it.	Builders	often	put	a	check	valve	on	it	so	that	water	does	not	get	back	in	and	destroy	the	blower.	Ozonators
often	use	a	ball	check	valve	on	the	ozone	feed	pipe.	These	valves	help	keep	gas	flowing	in	a	single	direction	while	preventing	water	from	flowing	back	into	the	ozone	chamber.	Pool	spas	use	a	bypass	line	to	keep	them	clean	and	circulated.	If	the	valves	are	closed,	the	overflow	line	sends	water	to	the	spa	returns.	In	Spa	Mode,	a	check	valve	is	used	on
the	overflow	pipe	to	keep	water	from	looping	backward.	The	type	of	check	valve	you	should	use	will	depend	on	the	purpose.	There	are	three	types	of	check	valves	for	pool	maintenance:	spring	check	valves,	swing	check	valves,	and	ball	check	valves.	There	are	two	types	of	spring	check	valves:	a	“normal”	spring	check	valve	and	a	spring	flapper	check
valve.	A	pool	spring	check	valve	is	a	clever	device	with	an	internal	panel	that	travels	against	a	spring	to	open	and	close	the	valve.	A	spring	flapper	check	valve	has	a	flap	on	one	of	the	valve	ends.	This	flap	pivots	against	a	spring	once	the	water	starts	coming	out	of	the	pump.	The	flap	then	releases	downward,	which	closes	any	flow	that	would	reverse
course	after	turning	the	pump	off.	While	spring	check	valves	can	be	used	in	pools	and	spas,	many	people	prefer	to	use	swing	check	valves.	There	are	two	reasons	for	this:	Swing	check	valves	don’t	clog	very	easily	when	compared	with	the	other	styles	of	check	valves.	The	springs	on	a	spring	check	valve	can	be	prone	to	easily	deteriorate,	especially
when	they’re	exposed	to	severe	conditions.	The	final	type	of	pool	check	valve	is	a	ball	check	valve.	While	they’re	not	used	as	often	as	the	other	two	types	of	valves,	they	are	often	used	in	chlorinators	or	ozonators—anywhere	you	might	need	a	smaller-type	check	valve.	As	indicated	by	their	name,	ball	check	valves	use	a	small	ball	inside	the	valve,	which
makes	a	seal	on	just	one	side	of	the	valve	once	the	pump	gets	shut	off.	However,	when	the	pump	is	on,	the	water	flow	pushes	the	ball	to	the	other	side	of	the	valve,	allowing	the	water	to	pass	through	the	valve	eventually.	There	are	a	few	things	to	consider	when	finding	the	correct	pool	check	valve	when	maintaining	your	pool.	First,	you	want	to
consider	how	many	valves	are	in	your	pool.	If	only	one	valve	is	on	the	swimming	pool,	then	a	single	ball	check	valve	might	be	ideal	for	replacing	it.	If	your	pool	has	three	valves	(covers	and	skimmers),	a	triple-check	valve	would	possibly	work	better.	It	has	two	balls	that	sit	opposite	each	other,	so	water	can	flow	through	both	directions	if	needed.
Another	thing	to	consider	when	buying	a	replacement	pool	check	valve	is	the	size.	Most	pool	check	valves	come	in	various	sizes	to	fit	standard	pool	pipes.	Fortunately,	some	check	valves	can	serve	two	different	sizes,	making	it	much	easier	to	fit	them	where	you	need	them.	Also,	look	for	the	brand	on	your	current	check	valve,	which	typically	carries
replacement	valves.	For	example,	Pentair	is	one	of	the	market’s	most	popular	pool	valve	brands.	Check	valve	strength	is	another	thing	to	consider.	For	example,	different	spring	valves	come	in	various	strengths.	Most	valves	have	springs	that	allow	for	reasonably	light	resistance;	however,	you’ll	probably	want	to	opt	for	something	more	substantial	if
you	require	more	strength.	This	is	especially	true	when	you	have	increased	pressure	on	backflow,	which	is	often	the	case	with	solar	panels	installed	on	a	roof.	Most	check	valves	come	in	transparent	or	opaque.	The	good	thing	about	clear	valves	is	that	you	can	see	the	mechanisms	inside,	which	will	help	you	see	if	the	valve	is	clogged	or	stuck.
Obviously,	you	won’t	be	able	to	do	that	with	opaque	check	valves.	One	of	the	most	significant	differences	in	pool	check	valves	is	between	union	and	union	connections.	A	union	connection	can	easily	remove	a	valve	from	the	pipe	without	cutting	it	out.	These	types	of	valves	might	have	threaded	connections.	However,	with	non-union	connections,	the
pipe	is	fitted	into	the	valve	and	glued	together	for	a	more	permanent	solution.	Typically,	this	might	be	a	problem	if	you	want	to	remove	the	check	valve	to	clean	it;	however,	with	non-union	valves,	you	can	often	access	them	through	the	top	to	be	repaired	quickly.	Finally,	the	location	of	your	pool	check	valve	can	help	you	determine	what	kind	to	buy.
Contrary	to	what	some	pool	owners	think,	there	is	no	best	place	to	install	a	pool	check	valve.	Instead,	it	would	be	best	to	simply	put	it	where	it’s	needed.	For	example,	if	you	want	to	prevent	water	from	reversing	direction	back	up	a	line,	you’d	put	the	valve	on	a	straight	piece	of	pipe.	Also,	you	wouldn’t	put	the	valve	in	front	of	a	pump	because	that
could	lead	to	priming	issues.	As	another	example,	you	wouldn’t	need	to	worry	about	where	to	put	a	pool	check	valve	in	relation	to	a	diverter	valve;	you	could	put	it	either	before	or	after	the	diverter	valve	because	placement,	in	this	case,	wouldn’t	do	anything	to	affect	the	performance	of	the	valve	itself.	Pool	check	valves	are	a	necessary	part	of	any
pool	maintenance.	They	are	one	of	the	most	critical	pieces	in	preventing	expensive	damage,	and	by	keeping	your	valves	maintained,	you’ll	be	able	to	enjoy	your	pool	even	more.	With	so	many	different	types	to	choose	from,	though,	it	can	be	easy	to	get	overwhelmed	when	selecting	a	pool	check	valve	for	your	own	situation;	however,	by	following	these
tips,	you	should	find	that	choosing	an	appropriate	model	is	not	as	difficult	as	it	might	seem	and	something	that	you	can	easily	do	on	your	own.	For	more	recommendations,	head	over	to	my	pool	pump	ratings	too.	Questions	about	check	valves?	Let	me	know;	I	am	always	happy	to	offer	advice.


