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High level words to use in an essay

All the adrenaline of riding the rollercoaster sent his body aquiver. She is always meticulous about her research, leaving no stone unturned.Modicum (noun) a small token amount. Stage magic was an essential part of her upbringing. Firstly, secondly, thirdly... Usage: This can be used to structure an argument, presenting facts clearly one after the
other. There were some immense problems with this approach. Firstly, X. That said Usage: This is used in the same way as “then again”. As well as Usage: Use “as well as” instead of “also” or “and”. Subsequently, the United States became allies with Great Britain and went on to have a long and friendly relationship. Thankfully, you have a million
words to boost your everyday vocabulary. Not to mention/to say nothing of Usage: “Not to mention” and “to say nothing of” can be used to add extra information with a bit of emphasis. Since the virus is latent there are no obvious signs of infection.Lithe (adjective) supple, bending easily. He gave a speech to extol the benefits of online
college.Gratuitous (adjective) unnecessary; uncalled-for. We always went to her for advice because she had such great acumen in relationship matters. 24. Here are some ways of doing so. John helped himself to an enormous serving of scalloped potatoes. Example: “Scholar A thinks this. Not only... but also Usage: This wording is used to add an extra
piece of information, often something that’s in some way more surprising or unexpected than the first piece of information. A different word can help to change your tone, maintain a literary device, or help you get your message across. Depending on the task, you could turn an adjective into a verb or make a noun a descriptor. Notwithstanding Usage:
This is another way of saying “nonetheless”. Here are a couple of other ways of saying the same thing. My diligent work on the project was critical to its success.Eloquent (adjective) fluent; having a way with words; perfectly said. She spent extra time on that boondoggle because it was Friday and no one else was in the office. You should use “big
words” to maintain greater specificity and avoid filler words, like very or quite. You can also say “providing that” or just “providing” to mean the same thing. In a most prodigious feat, she lifted the entire table above her head. Yet Usage: Use this when you want to introduce a contrasting idea. Forget everything Urban Dictionary taught you and add a
touch of class to your vocabulary with more sophisticated words in your writing and speech.When you are ready to choose a school, we recommend you use our ranking of the top 100 best online colleges as your starting point.Advantageous (adjective) beneficial; creating a favorable situation to give an advantage. In order to Usage: “In order to” can
be used to introduce an explanation for the purpose of an argument. In other words Usage: Use “in other words” when you want to express something in a different way (more simply), to make it easier to understand, or to emphasise or expand on a point. The trendy jacket had become so ubiquitous on campus that I switched to a different outfit.
Example: “In conclusion, the evidence points almost exclusively to Argument A.” 37. Here are some words and phrases to help you. He said he was robbed, but there is nothing to substantiate his claim.Superfluous (adjective) in excess; more than is needed. Maybe you want a certain number of syllables. Example: “We may use this as evidence to
support our argument, provided that we bear in mind the limitations of the methods used to obtain it.” 27. Example: “Much of scholarship has focused on this evidence. Example: “Furthermore, there is evidence to suggest that...” 8. Example: “Plants rely on photosynthesis. The main difference between academic and creative writing is, well, the
creativity involved. My mother’s hypocrisy was exposed when I caught her cursing and smoking after speeding home from a late night out.Incisive (adjective) the ability to identify or draw sharp distinctions. Discerning the “right” words from the “wrong” ones can be hard and often comes down to your own voice and goals, but replacing filler words
with more advanced terms (what some people like to call “big words”) is a great place to start. That said, much of the evidence is unreliable at best.” 23. The senator’s candor during his speech won many voters over.Cumulative (adjective) accumulative, all added together. Example: “In order to understand X, we need first to understand Y.” 2. The
gregarious host made us feel welcome and comfortable in her home.Hypocrisy (noun) the insincerity of pretending to believe something you do not believe. Likewise, Scholar B argues compellingly in favour of this point of view.” 10. We were emboldened by our success and ready to take it to the next level. Ephemeral (adjective) fleeting or short-lived.
Example: “The study was flawed, but it was important nevertheless.” 30. With this in mind Usage: Use this when you want your reader to consider a point in the knowledge of something else. She was thrilled to have been chosen to help.Amiable (adjective) friendly and good-natured. It’s by no means an exhaustive list, and there will often be other
ways of using the words and phrases we describe that we won’t have room to include, but there should be more than enough below to help you make an instant improvement to your essay-writing skills. College essays should be extremely polished and fluff-free.It’s time to get creative and make every word count, so be sure to use sophisticated words
rather than slang or Internet acronyms (LMAO). To that end, a new study has been launched that looks at elephant sounds and their possible meanings.” Adding additional information to support a point Students often make the mistake of using synonyms of “and” each time they want to add further information in support of a point they're making, or
to build an argument. But it’s still worth seeing some sentence examples to get an idea of usage before plunging fully into creativity. I want my Select a degreeAssociate'sBachelor'sMaster'sDoctorateNon-Degree CoursesCertificate / DiplomaGraduate CertificatesBootcamps In Select a categoryArt & DesignBusiness & ManagementComputers &
TechnologyCriminal Justice & LegalEducation & TeachingLiberal Arts & HumanitiesNursing & HealthcarePsychology & CounselingScience & EngineeringTrades & Careers Focusing on Select a subjectAnthropologyCommunicationsEnglishGeneral StudiesGeographyHistoryHuman & Family DevelopmentJournalismLiberal ArtsMedia
CommunicationsMilitary StudiesMinistryMusicPhilosophyPolitical SciencePublic AdministrationPublic PolicySocial ScienceSocial WorkSociologyTheologyWriting Online College Plan is an advertising-supported site. That is to say, they must breathe air.” 5. Example: “Frogs are amphibians. With online college, there are a myriad of career
possibilities.Nuance (noun) a very subtle difference. Example: “Importantly, Scholar A was being employed by X when he wrote this work, and was presumably therefore under pressure to portray the situation more favourably than he perhaps might otherwise have done.” Summarising You’ve almost made it to the end of the essay, but your work isn’t
over yet. Example: “The historical evidence appears to suggest a clear-cut situation. The intrepid explorer has seen things the rest of us can only imagine.Latent (adjective) there, but not there; having the potential to be realized, but hidden. Another key point to remember is that Blake was writing during the Industrial Revolution, which had a major
impact on the world around him.” 12. This section covers words you can use instead of the “but” in these examples, to make your writing sound more intelligent and interesting. Click here to apply for one of our courses today, including law, business, medicine and engineering. To be truly brilliant, an essay needs to utilise the right language. Example:
“Writer A asserts that this was the reason for what happened. By contrast, Scholar B’s opinion seems more plausible.” 21. Example: “The sample size was small, but the results were important despite this.” 25. If you would like to hear what people have to say about our summer schools - read the summer course reviews here. However Usage: Use
“however” to introduce a point that disagrees with what you’ve just said. There may be some advantages to buying in early, but they are not immediately salient.Staid (adjective) dignified and with decorum. Having said that Usage: Used in a similar manner to “on the other hand” or “but”. The commissioner became accustomed to deferential
treatment.Diligent (adjective) attention to detail; careful and hard-working. Developing the language skills to build an argument and to write persuasively is crucial if you’'re to write outstanding essays every time. Word Synonyms Definition demonstrate show, display to prove or make evident by arguments or reasoning unequivocally definitely,
absolutely, surely in a clear, unambiguous manner; in a manner that is not subject to exceptions or conditions significant important, noteworthy important and deserving of attention or consequence plethora many, much, a lot of excess or overabundance beneficial good, favorable, valuable providing benefit; advantageous or helpful immense big,
large, significant vast; huge, immeasurable engage participate, involve to participate or become involved in anomalous strange, abnormal, irregular deviating from what’s standard or expected ubiquitous everywhere, all-over, omnipresent present, appearing, or found everywhere predilection fondness, preference, partiality a bias, preference, or
special liking for something As usual, building your vocabulary is all about knowing how to properly use words. Example: “Significantly, Tacitus omits to tell us the kind of gossip prevalent in Suetonius’ accounts of the same period.” 34. He has the innate ability to make people smile and uses it to his advantage.Insular (adjective) isolated; an island
unto itself. Then again, it’s possible that he was being paid to say this.” 22. And thirdly, Z. She had a predilection for dogs with huge ears and squishy faces. Considering the surfeit of food in America it is amazing that we still have some of our population go hungry.Sycophant (noun) someone who sucks up to others for personal gain. Exercising for
one day may not yield results, but the health benefits are cumulative over time.Debase (verb) to corrupt or contaminate. As much as we loved him, we had trouble with his querulous personality when he didn’t get his way. She often wondered if Bruce really liked her or if he was simply being a sycophant because of her wealthy parents.Taciturn
(adjective) reserved or aloof. There are times when happy or sad just don’t feel correct. Example: “The war caused unprecedented suffering to millions of people, not to mention its impact on the country’s economy.” Words and phrases for demonstrating contrast When you’re developing an argument, you will often need to present contrasting or
opposing opinions or evidence - “it could show this, but it could also show this”, or “X says this, but Y disagrees”. Talking to her is always so scintillating that I feel like I become a better person after every conversation. He gave quite the florid speech about properly applying fertilizer. They had an ineffable ability to immediately ease tensions and lift
the mood in a room. Her eloquent speech moved the audience to tears.Elucidate (verb) to explain very clearly. 17. You can study courses to learn english, prepare for careers in law, medicine, business, engineering and leadership. Having the right words, big or small, can help you develop your creative writing abilities. The truth is, you don’t have to
use big words or fancy words you don’t understand to write a compelling essay — a few well-placed, sophisticated words will do. Moreover Usage: Employ “moreover” at the start of a sentence to add extra information in support of a point you're making. We enjoyed only a modicum of success so far, but are optimistic about the next project.Myriad
(noun) a large amount; countless. Notably Usage: This can be used to mean “significantly” (as above), and it can also be used interchangeably with “in particular” (the example below demonstrates the first of these ways of using it). I was nervous about performing on opening night because of all the venerable guests in attendance.Zenith (noun) the
highest point. That is to say Usage: “That is” and “that is to say” can be used to add further detail to your explanation, or to be more precise. Maybe you want to create a rhyme scheme or maintain assonance or consonance. You don’t want to confuse (or, worse, offend) your friends by misusing a word. Likewise Usage: Use “likewise” when you want to
talk about something that agrees with what you’ve just mentioned. Word Synonyms Definition exquisite pretty, beautiful, elegant very beautiful and delicate enormous big, huge, large exceeding the common size or extent diminutive small, tiny, little extremely small glimpsed looked, saw see or perceive partially or briefly benevolent nice, good, kind
characterized by or expressing goodwill or kindly feelings despicable bad, evil deserving hatred or contempt querulous grouchy, critical, complaining peevish; full of complaints acumen skill, awareness, intelligence shrewdness or keen insight scintillating exciting, fascinating vivacious; brilliantly clever cacophony noise, discord, racket a loud, harsh
discordance of sound With creative writing, you have a little more room to exercise your own voice and poetics. Swallows, for instance, leave the UK in early winter and fly south...” 32. His obsequious behavior failed to flatter his boss and quickly became annoying to everyone.Panacea (noun) a cure-all. Above all Usage: Used to signify what you
believe to be the most significant point, and the main takeaway from the essay. She was always quite studious; it was not uncommon to find her books lying about.Substantiate (verb) to give facts to support a claim. The assembly instructions were surprisingly pellucid, which made the desk easy to put together.Penchant (noun) a strong preference or
liking. This cheeseburger is far superior to the one provided by the school cafeteria. Example: “Moreover, the results of a recent piece of research provide compelling evidence in support of...” 7. Featured or trusted partner programs and all school search, finder, or match results are for schools that compensate us. The results unequivocally indicate
that fertilizer may help plants grow, but it can also contribute to pollution. Example: “In light of the evidence from the 2013 study, we have a better understanding of...” 28. Significantly Usage: Used to introduce a point that is loaded with meaning that might not be immediately apparent. Example: “As a Romantic, Blake was a proponent of a closer
relationship between humans and nature. Thankfully, reading some sentence examples can clear things up for you. Example: “Audiences at the time reacted with shock to Beethoven’s new work, because it was very different to what they were used to. I studied with assiduity for the exam and feel confident and fully prepared.Candor (noun) open;
honest; sincere. Yet not everyone agrees that this is the most important aspect of the situation.” Adding a proviso or acknowledging reservations Sometimes, you may need to acknowledge a shortfalling in a piece of evidence, or add a proviso. I have lived a particularly staid life, so as not to embarrass myself.Studious (adjective) character trait
involving diligent study. That single bite of German chocolate cake was absolutely transcendent. I don’t allow mainstream media to debase my common sense.Deferential (adjective) yielding out of respect. 33. In other words, they live on the land and in the water.” 3. Nonetheless Usage: This is similar to “despite this”. Example: “Above all, it seems
pertinent to remember that...” 38. At Oxford Royale, we offer a number of summer school courses for young people who are keen to improve their essay writing skills. 36. The tiara she wore that night was exquisite, sparkling with gems and polished metal. Another key thing to remember Usage: Use the phrase “another key point to remember” or
“another key fact to remember” to introduce additional facts without using the word “also”. Example: “What’s more, this isn’t the only evidence that supports this hypothesis.” 9. Similarly, we have a tendency to react with surprise to the unfamiliar.” 11. Example: “All things considered, it seems reasonable to assume that...” How many of these words
and phrases will you get into your next essay? 16. If you're interested in developing your language and persuasive skills, Oxford Royale offers summer courses at its Oxford Summer School, Cambridge Summer School, London Summer School, or one of our summer schools in the USA. Similarly Usage: Use “similarly” in the same way as “likewise”. He
began to repudiate my excuse without even letting me finish.Salient (adjective) something that stands out and is obvious. What’s more Usage: This is used in the same way as “moreover” and “furthermore”. Word Pronunciation Synonyms Definition fundamentally fun-duh-men-tuh-lee basically, essentially, virtually regarding the basic nature,
character, or truth of something essential ee-sen-shul important, main, vital absolutely necessary or indispensable superior soo-peer-ee-yur better, greater, above higher in station, rank, importance; above average in quality, standard, intelligence examine egg-zam-in talk about, look at, consider to inspect or scrutinize carefully subsequently sub-suh-
kwent-lee next, afterward, finally later in time; following or succeeding a part of something florid flor-id fancy, ornate elaborate or intricate idiosyncratic id-ee-oh-sin-crat-ick distinct, individual, characteristic peculiar, characteristic of, or specific to an individual milieu mill-yoo setting, environment surroundings, especially in a cultural or social
context Knowing the words and knowing how to use them are different things, so make sure you look at some sentence examples to get a good handle on proper usage. The way he simply threw out the entire pizza was a truly despicable act. 31. Despite this Usage: Use “despite this” or “in spite of this” when you want to outline a point that stands
regardless of a shortfalling in the evidence. At the same time, don’t force it if you don’t need to. The king was a benevolent leader. Example: “Scholar A’s point - that Constanze Mozart was motivated by financial gain - seems to me to be the most persuasive argument for her actions following Mozart’s death.” 39. You don’t need big words to sound
smart. Example: “The most compelling argument is presented by Scholar A.” 40. In order to stand out from others, you must be smart, polite and industrious at your job.Innate (adjective) born with it. Furthermore Usage:This is also generally used at the start of a sentence, to add extra information. On the other hand Usage: Usage of this phrase
includes introducing a contrasting interpretation of the same piece of evidence, a different piece of evidence that suggests something else, or an opposing opinion. With this in mind, let’s look at a more recent study to see how the results compare.” 26. Let us know in the comments below, or get in touch here to find out more about courses that can
help you with your essays. As you engage with the text, you’ll learn more about the merits of olive oil. To that end Usage: Use “to that end” or “to this end” in a similar way to “in order to” or “so”. As much as she disliked her mortal enemy, she had no pernicious wishes for her. The two candidates have fundamentally different opinions on the price of
pizza. When you’re giving a speech or debating, using sophisticated words can provide greater emotional resonance, add credence to your argument, or otherwise make your speaking flow more freely. To give an illustration Example: “To give an illustration of what I mean, let’s look at the case of...” Signifying importance When you want to
demonstrate that a point is particularly important, there are several ways of highlighting it as such. The dancers were lithe, yet also very strong.Maxim (noun) a widely known saying that is accepted as truth. He has a penchant for antique automobiles and frequently attends car shows.Perusal (noun) studying with the intent to memorize. Ever since
they’d met on that fateful weekend, he had been completely besotted with her. Secondly, Y. When you use a big word, you have a higher risk of using it incorrectly or sounding unnatural, which can lead to disingenuous writing or speaking. On the other hand, the archaeological evidence presents a somewhat less straightforward picture of what
happened that day.” 19. Sometimes you just need a specific word to describe the mood or moment. This compensation does not influence our school rankings, resource guides, or other editorially-independent information published on this site. My volunteer work puts me in an advantageous position over other applicants.Alacrity (noun) pep in your
step; lively, cheerful, and eager behavior. Mom’s homemade chicken soup is the ultimate panacea.Pellucid (adjective) clearly understandable. By Alvin Park , Staff Writer Updated January 9, 2023 student gives oral report in front of class with big words example list SDI Productions / E+ / Getty Images / via Getty created by YourDictionary Used under
Getty Images license Whether you're giving a rollicking good speech or writing the next great American novel, being effective comes down to using the right words. The townspeople subsequently ate only brownies and hot dogs for the remainder of the season. By contrast/in comparison Usage: Use “by contrast” or “in comparison” when you're
comparing and contrasting pieces of evidence. Importantly Usage: Use “importantly” interchangeably with “significantly”. Today, I plan to examine the role of grades in student success. With the plethora of choices, making a decision about which car to buy came down to consumer reviews.Pragmatic (adjective) realistic and practical. Her pragmatic
approach offered no frills but worked perfectly.Predilection (noun) a preference or bias. Our incredibly sagacious teacher always had the right answer for all of life’s problems. And are any of your favourite essay terms missing from our list? Just make sure you know what the word means and how it's pronounced before you actually say it out loud. The
single french fry had a diminutive effect on their hunger. Despite growing up in a musical milieu, she had never learned to play a single musical instrument. Example: “Scholar A believes X. To put it another way, they will die without the sun.” 4. Small-town life has many advantages, but can also be insular in many ways.Intrepid (adjective) Bold or
brave. In this article, we’re going to equip you with the words and phrases you need to write a top-notch essay, along with examples of how to utilise them. All things considered Usage: This means “taking everything into account”. Example: “Coupled with the literary evidence, the statistics paint a compelling view of...” 15. Example: “Not only did
Edmund Hillary have the honour of being the first to reach the summit of Everest, but he was also appointed Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire.” 14. Example: “Scholar A argued that this was due to X, as well as Y.” 13. Example: “There are many points in support of this view. In view of/in light of Usage: These phrases are used
when something has shed light on something else. I glimpsed the final project of the semester and felt a cold chill run down my spine. Coupled with Usage: Used when considering two or more arguments at a time. Her incisive remarks were hurtful, mostly because they were pointedly accurate.Industrious (adjective) hard-working and persevering.
However, Scholar B reached a different conclusion.” 18. Example: “Zoologists have long sought to understand how animals communicate with each other. Example: “Notwithstanding the limitations of the methodology used, it was an important study in the development of how we view the workings of the human mind.” Giving examples Good essays
always back up points with examples, but it’s going to get boring if you use the expression “for example” every time. I tried to talk to my mother about what happened, but she remained taciturn.Venerable (adjective) honorable; highly regarded. My equitable share of the profit was 45%.Extol (verb) to give high praise. The professor’s circumlocution
made it nearly impossible to really learn anything from the lesson. Still, knowing the right words will help you create the right writing flow for more effective essays. Summer romance is often ephemeral, as is the season itself.Equitable (adjective) a fair division between all parties. Persuasive Usage: This is a useful word to use when summarising
which argument you find most convincing. Example: “The study had its limitations, but it was nonetheless groundbreaking for its day.” 29. Nevertheless Usage: This is the same as “nonetheless”. Cats have played a significant role in the evolution of the internet. A perusal of the material the night before made me feel confident about taking the
test.Plethora (noun) an abundance or extreme excess. Despite a plethora of options, the buffet did not have a satisfactory selection of chicken nuggets. General explaining Let’s start by looking at language for general explanations of complex points. Looking back, Bradley realized that winning the tournament was the zenith of his high school
career.Visit Vocabulary.com for more sophisticated words to expand your vocabulary — and always keep it classy. Gandhi’s maxim “Be the change you wish to see in the world” is one to live by.Meticulous (adjective) precise attention to every detail. Example: “Actual figures are notably absent from Scholar A’s analysis.” 35. You thankfully don’t have
to worry about pronunciation, but checking out some sentence examples can give you a good idea of what to expect. Example: “The evidence ostensibly appears to point to this conclusion. I found her use of mayonnaise on french fries deeply anomalous. Example: “We’ve seen that the methods used in the 19th century study did not always live up to
the rigorous standards expected in scientific research today, which makes it difficult to draw definite conclusions. She had an idiosyncratic way of ordering food at the restaurant. Example: “Scholar A’s opinion, then, is based on insufficient evidence. She was eager to elucidate the problem to the mechanic so that it could be fixed.Emboldened
(adjective) being made bold. The nuance of her voice added new dimensions to the song she covered.Obsequious (adjective) subservient; brown-nosing. In examining the duties involved with this role, I have determined that our system is in dangerous lack of yo-yos and hula hoops. Many students are intimidated by the essays that must be written to
complete college or scholarship applications. Her predilection for the color blue was evident in her wardrobe choices.Repudiate (verb) to reject or refuse to recognize as valid. Don’t waste your precious breath with superfluous flattery; it will get you nowhere.Surfeit (noun) the quality of overabundance. These results demonstrate that rats can be
trained to push a lever if the reward is compelling. Both parties hurled gratuitous insults at each other and nothing was accomplished.Gregarious (adjective) outgoing; extroverted. Word Pronunciation Synonyms Definition disillusioned dis-ill-loo-zhund disenchanted, disappointed having lost one’s ideals, illusions, or ideas about something aquiver uh-
kwi-vur excited, tremulous in a state of excited agitation, trembling boondoggle boon-dog-gull junk, rubbish work of little or no value done merely to keep or look busy pernicious purr-ni-shus bad, hurtful, damaging causing harm or ruin transcendent tran-sen-dent extraordinary, fantastic surpassing, exceeding, or going beyond ordinary limits ineffable
in-eff-uh-bull ethereal, indescribable unable to be described or expressed in words sagacious suh-gay-shus wise, intelligent, clever having keen mental discernment and judgment prodigious pro-di-juss fabulous, extraordinary, amazing marvelous or wonderful besotted bee-sot-ted smitten, infatuated strongly infatuated or obsessed circumlocution sir-
cum-lo-cue-shun indirect, roundabout the use of more words than necessary to express an idea Even with those large words jingling around in your head, understanding their usage can be confusing. She lit up the dull room with her alacrity; her energy was palpable. He did many despicable things in the name of science. 6. You need to end by
wrapping up everything you’ve talked about, showing that you've considered the arguments on both sides and reached the most likely conclusion. Compelling Usage: Use in the same way as “persuasive” above. To put it another way Usage: This phrase is another way of saying “in other words”, and can be used in particularly complex points, when you
feel that an alternative way of wording a problem may help the reader achieve a better understanding of its significance. Example: “Whales are mammals. He was amiable and well-liked in the community prior to the discovery in his basement.Aptitude (noun) talent or abilityShe discovered her aptitude for real-life math at a young age while shopping
with her mother.Assiduity (noun) dedication, diligence, and great focus. In conclusion Usage: Typically used to introduce the concluding paragraph or sentence of an essay, summarising what you’'ve discussed in a broad overview. Example: “The historians are unanimous in telling us X, an agreement that suggests that this version of events must be an
accurate account. Here are some cleverer ways of doing this. The good news about writing is that you typically don’t have to say the words out loud, so you don’t have to worry about pronouncing words outside your purview. You could make a great point, but if it’s not intelligently articulated, you almost needn’t have bothered. Having said that, the
archaeology tells a different story.” 20. 1. Provided that Usage: This means “on condition that”. Then again Usage: Use this to cast doubt on an assertion. For instance Example: “Some birds migrate to avoid harsher winter climates. He became more disillusioned with his dream of becoming a dog rodeo clown. This proved to be a beneficial investment
of time and money, and the company created many new products during this period.
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